Developing European Skills in Rural Europe (DESIRE)
Leonardo da Vinci Work Placement
28th August – 24 September 2011 

OR
The DESIRE boys do Slovakia …….
WEEK 1

Three young and one not so young boy took up the challenge to help the development of eco-tourism in Slovakia by participating in a 1 month project organised by the Grampus Company in association with the Ipel Union. Funds for the placement were provided by the EU Leonardo da Vinci scheme.
DAY 1 – Sunday 28th August 2011

Flight from Gatwick to Budapest followed by taxi transfer to the Kingfisher Centre just outside the Slovak village of Sahy.
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The placement got off to a flying start as we were whisked off, almost before we had unloaded our bags from the taxi, to a local jazz and rock festival. Here we joined hip wiggling Mark Graham and Margaret the ‘Icelandic Viking Queen’ who soon introduced us to the delights of ‘hruski’ shots and the local beer.
Ida in her role as super organiser ensured that we all partook of some excellent goulash soup in order to stem the effects of the alcohol.
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The bands were brilliant and we were soon exchanging cultural niceties with the other attendees.
This was also our first chance to meet Martin the boss of Grampus who took the opportunity to brief us on the organisation and its objectives as he would be leaving the next day for Cyprus. 
DAY 2 – Monday 29th August 2011

Cultural visit to local wine grower in Strekov followed by leisurely stroll around the old border city of Esztergom.

Woke up relatively early apparently suffering no ill effects from the previous evening’s cultural activity to encounter our fellow hostel residents.  They come from a range of countries including Cyprus, Germany, Bulgaria, Iceland and Romania and are here to participate in a rural foods and celebrations of culture …………. and the good news for us is that we are allowed to join in.
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This was also our first proper chance to see the Kingfisher Centre as it nears completion, and meet our mode of transport for the first 2 weeks – R260 XMS. 
We were assured by Martin that, although its looks would never win any prizes, it had the heart of a lion and the speed of a Lada, but that we should avoid realising its full potential for fear of incurring the wrath of the local law enforcement agencies.
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As you can see from the photo below we were a large group who clearly needed Ida’s guiding hand if we were ever to leave the Kingfisher centre.
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It was quite a long drive in convoy to the Kasnyik Rodinne vineyard in Strekov, where we were greeted by one of the owners.  It was with great sadness that were advised that we would not be able to pick any grapes that day owing to machinery failure and that we would therefore have to start the wine tasting immediately. The vineyard is located in a beautiful setting and the information provided by the owner was very interesting, especially their intention to grow higher quality wines rather than the low quality, high volume varieties that were typical of the Communist period.
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We were very lucky to be able to try 2 whites, 1 rose and a red whilst eating an [image: image10.jpg]


excellent lunch of pate and sausage before visiting the owners shop to make our purchases. The owner was clearly passionate about his wine and was of the opinion that his wines were now receiving wider acclaim throughout the region.
This white wine was the first one we tried and I thought the best. It was dry with a fresh nose and not too heavy.

On the drive back to the centre we stopped at Esztergom which is in Hungary but on the border with Slovakia. It sits on the Danube River and is famous for its bridge and the basilica which sits on a hill and dominates the town.  
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The bridge was blown up in the 2nd world war and it took nearly 50 years before sufficient money was available to re-build and unite the 2 halves of the town. Since the bridge has been re-constructed the town has become far more prosperous. 
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We all walked up to the Church to admire the majestic exterior before taking a brief look inside. Time for a coffee and then a steep descent by a side door that provided a wonderful view across the river and surrounding countryside. The large building in the photo is the residence of the Archbishop of Hungary.
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DAY 3 – Tuesday 30th August 2011
Cultural visit to local rural craft centre to learn about rope and basket making, weaving, corn creations and local food preparation. 
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In convoy again using roads on the Hungarian side of the border before crossing back into Slovakia and the Ipolyszalkai Tajhaz rural cultural centre.  Here we were warmly welcomed in the traditional way with a shot of pálinka which we downed in one whilst listening to an introduction about the centre. 
The Centre was started and is run by ethnic Hungarians who now reside in Slovakia as a result of a border change. The Centre receives funding from Hungarian cultural grants in order to maintain the traditions.  
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The teachers at the centre were mainly women and they were attired in traditional dress. Many of the crafts were taught in a large circular wooden structure with a thatched roof and open sides. 
The idea was for us to participate in the wide variety of crafts being taught at the centre which included corn dolly, rope and basket making as well as simple weaving on a loom.  
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Weaving
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As we would be at the centre for the whole day we were required to help with food preparation which to some of us was quite a challenge. 

[image: image23.jpg]



[image: image24.jpg]



Pizza

The group, under the watchful eye
of the village matriarchs, participated 
in the creation of traditional dishes 
including sweet and savoury pizza, 
potato pancake, goulash and cake. 
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Potato pancake
Cake
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Much of the food was cooked in open ovens, and water was obtained from the well which used a cantilever principle to raise the bucket.
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The quantity of food available meant that most of us struggled to have room for the last dish of the day which was the goulash. 

This was an excellent day and it was with genuine sincerity that we said thank you to all of the teachers when it was time to say our goodbyes.

DAY 4 – Wednesday 31st August 2011
Cultural visit to local bee farm

[image: image29.jpg]



A short 2- 3 km walk from the Kingfisher Centre bought us to the Kissek Meheszete Vcelarstvo Kissovcov bee farm where we were warmly greeted by the owner Sandor Kiss. As has become the norm for our cultural visits we were enjoined to sit down and partake in a glass of pálinka to start the day. 
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This was quickly followed by sweet and savoury pizza slices and the locally made honey wine. 

Both the food and the wine were delicious and we enjoyed both whilst Sandor gave us an introduction to his farm, its history and recent international wine success.
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Immediately following the introduction we were invited to meet the bees and then to visit the different areas of the farm to get a better idea of how the honey was harvested. 
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At the conclusion of the day we were allowed to purchase produce from the farm including honey, pollen, honey wine and bees wax candles.

This day was a real treat and I was really impressed with the dedication and enthusiasm shown by Sandor to continue farming his bees despite his age, his wife’s health and no family member prepared to take over all that he had achieved.  A quiet spoken and genuine professional who willingly shared his expertise and love for the land and the bees that he farmed.

This was great day and this photo says it all.
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DAY 5 – Thursday 1st September 2011

DESIRE boys relocate to long stay accommodation

Most of the Cultural groups were either leaving or preparing to leave so along with the English/Icelandic contingent en route to the airport we transferred our stuff to the long stay accommodation in the village of  Ipelsky Sokolec. Before saying our goodbyes we had an excellent lunch at the local hotel.
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The long stay accommodation is a single storey village house whose age and condition came as a bit of a culture shock after the modern surrounds of the Kingfisher Centre. However after liberal use of the ‘anti-bacterial’ cloths kindly donated by Mark and our first BBQ it soon felt like home.
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The village itself is very quiet but the hotel has Wi-Fi so is likely to become a favourite stopping point so that we can stay in touch with family and friends.
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The house is long and thin and has an internal corridor which seems strange to us but is probably typical of this type of house.

The front of the house faces the road and is linked to the first dorm. The second dorm is reached via the corridor and then you exit into the garden to reach the shower block and then the last room before the long and extensive garden is the kitchen. 

[image: image41.jpg]



DAY 6 - 9 – Friday 2nd – Monday 5th September 2011

DESIRE boys help out at the Kingfisher Centre either side of a relaxing weekend in Ipelsky Sokolec
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As part of the placement we have been asked to help out with a few jobs at the Kingfisher site today and Monday. Work on the last building phase of the centre continues apace with many workers focusing on different aspects of the build.

We were split into pairs and whilst Josh and I channelled out a ditch around the cess pit Van and Matt were recovering nails from old pieces of wood so that it could be used on the log burner.
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On Monday we levelled some of the ground from around the front of the chalets, removed more nails and used the chainsaw to process a small tree and then log up some of the larger tree trunks in the log pile so that they would fit in the log burner.
It was incredibly hot in the direct sun so much water was drunk and regular tea breaks an absolute necessity. 
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Over the weekend we engaged in alfresco dining, swimming at the local lido, getting friendly with the species we were sharing the house with and visiting the local hotel for pizza, cold beer and Wi-Fi.  
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Developing European Skills in Rural Europe (DESIRE)

Leonardo da Vinci Work Placement

28th August – 24 September 2011

WEEK 2
During which the DESIRE boys join a group of Scots in a week of visits to educational environmental centres. The Scots, from a range of organisations, visited sites intended to promote awareness of how other nature centres share information and interpretation.
DAY 10 – Tuesday 6th September 2011
Walk through Turkey Oak forest to overlook Ramsar site
We arrived at the Kingfisher Centre in bright sunshine, to meet Jan, Lindsey, Sue, Tom, John and Tim. They were to spend the week based at the centre making daily visits to mainly educational sites in both Slovakia and Hungary. During the week Tibor, an IT student, came with us to help with driving and translation.  Also a young lady called Agnes who used to work at the centre accompanied us for some of the days.
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The day began with a presentation from Ida. This  covered the history of the Ipel Union NGO and the work that it undertakes to support environmental development and studies in the region and especially the RAMSAR project (see extract from itinerary below). As our placement lasts for a month we have been able to witness the final stages in the development of the main building at the Centre.
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Following the presentation we all walked up through the Turkey oak forest behind the Kingfisher Centre to overlook the Poiple Ramsar site from a viewing platform. 
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The views were magnificent but the heat was awesome and caught some of the Scots out who suffered a dose of heat stroke.
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During the walk Ida showed us

a restored spring and mentioned that we may be required to restore another one during our 4th week. These are important sources of water for the wildlife of the forest and require some regular maintenance once restored.

Scots Itinerary extract 
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DAY 11 – Wednesday 7th September 2011

Visit to Open air Forest Museum 
Scots Itinerary extract 
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It was a long drive north to get to the open air forest museum described in the itinerary. The drive had been made more interesting by John’s desperate need for [image: image56.jpg]


coffee and the opportunity for some of the DESIRE boys to travel in a 27 year old Skoda with Tibor driving.

The first aspect of the museum we encountered was the narrow gauge railway and engine. 
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The museum itself was well laid out with lots of information in English. The route was well signposted including novel designs like the one below.
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The majority of trees on the site were conifers with some beech re-establishing where light could get through. 

The walk around was relaxed as the paths were not steep. All along the route there were information boards about the forest and the way it had been worked.

The displays included information about the rain cycle, botany, forest inhabitants and forestry practices.
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During the walk Matt and Josh made friends with a delightful carving but sadly the conversation was all one way as she demonstrated that her quiet intellect clearly exceeded theirs.
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My favourite display involved suspended rocks as shown in the photo.

DAY 12 – Thursday 8th September 2011
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Visit to Visegrád Forest School and Danube-Ipoly National Park
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In the afternoon we met Laci the Forest Ranger, who looked a bit like ‘Grizzly Adams’ and proved to be a real character. 
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He was driving a Lada Niva which immediately interested Matt and John as it was a rare chance to ride in a classic that rivalled the Skoda.
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The drive up to the meeting point, that Laci had proposed, proved too much for the Skoda which over-heated and despite liberal application of ‘Ranger pee’ to the radiator still had to be abandoned by the roadside. This meant squeezing everybody into 2 cars which proved impossible so Tibor travelled strapped onto the back of the Lada.  
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At the meeting point the weather was poor and it took the combined effort of Tibor and Agnes to stop the presentation charts from flying away.

Following a presentation about the different Hungarian National Parks, Laci described how a Lynx had been identified and tracked throughout the park for the last 6 years. This is a rare cat and seldom seen, however, Laci explained that re-introduction programs in Hungary had been successful in the last few years.
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Not only had the Skoda over-heated but it had also ran out of fuel so we had to steal some of Laci’s, and with Ida’s firm grip on the hose managed to recover the situation.
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At the conclusion of the day Laci gave us a brief demonstration of how he can adapt his appearance from Wildman of the hills to respectable Ranger.
DAY 13 – Friday 9th September 2011
Scots Itinerary extract 
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The building where we assembled before the guided tour was in many ways similar to Visegrad. Its design reflected the petrified trees and pre-historic Rhinoceros footprints that were a feature of the site. Our guide spoke good English and we did the tour accompanied by a group of school children.

[image: image86.jpg]



[image: image87.jpg]


[image: image88.jpg]


The first thing of note was a petrified tree,  which is on the left-hand side of the photo, the other fossil being John. Next we encountered a tree that had been preserved as a type of silica.  We then entered a large structure which housed the remains of an old riverbed with preserved footprints from animals over 10 million years old. 

The highlight at the end of the tour was a 3D show reflecting the environment and animals that would have occupied the site when the footprints were made.  
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In the afternoon we visited a UNESCO heritage site that included a reasonably intact castle with spectacular views of the surrounding countryside and the village that sat below it.
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The village was interesting with several small craft and pottery shops but generally very expensive.
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DAY 14 – Saturday 10th September 2011
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Scots Itinerary extract 
I did not attend this trip preferring to remain at the house and do the washing so thank you to Josh for the following photographs. 
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DAY 15 – Sunday 11th September 2011
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Scots Itinerary extract 
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We walked through the oak woodland to a ruined castle with superb views over the surrounding countryside and then had lunch in the valley, outside the remains of the church that was part of the castle estate.  The ruins are extensive showing that in its day this was a significant residence. 
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After lunch Matt and Van entered a cave next to the church. Here they managed to terrify themselves into believing that there was a wild animal inside because they could see its eyes reflecting the light. The Scots found this very funny as on further investigation it was found that the effect was due to 2 tea candle holders resting on a ledge.

This was the last day we spent with the Scots who had been great company and a lot of laughs.
Developing European Skills in Rural Europe (DESIRE)

Leonardo da Vinci Work Placement

28th August – 24 September 2011

WEEK 3
During which the DESIRE boys participate in an Amphibian and Reptile survey in the Hungarian hills that run along the border opposite Sahy. The survey will be led by a professor called Tibor who has been undertaking these surveys for a number of years so as to create an electronic record of species numbers and locations. The IPEL Union has supported this work by providing volunteers.
DAY 17 – Monday 12th September 2011
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On yet another lovely sunny day, we met Ida in Sahy square and drove to the border to await the arrival of the Amphibian/Reptile expert – TIBOR. He would act as our leader for the next week as we undertake a survey in the Börzsöny Hills. After he arrived we drove to the Duna-Ipoly National Park Office where we were introduced to a local Hungarian Ranger call Arpi who would accompany us. 
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The survey purpose is to locate and review some of the 72 springs and ponds that had previously been marked on a map by the local Rangers. These locations had been digitised to obtain an approximate grid reference. It was then our role to locate them in order to log their actual GPS position. We were also required to record specific information about the site including any amphibians or reptiles sighted.  
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The hills proved to be quite steep and are covered in dense, usually deciduous forest, that presents wonderful views near the summits. 
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Josh and I were assigned a set of numbered springs and, with our water bottles and packed lunch stowed safely in our rucksacks, we set off after the Hungarian Ranger who would guide us for the first day.   
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The walk on the path was uphill but the quality of the path made the walking quite easy. This all changed as we reached the approximate location of a spring and had to leave the road to climb up and down steeply wooded slopes. It did not take long to realise that shorts were probably not a good idea as the first bramble raked across our exposed legs. The springs are quite distinct as they are usually named and have a stone surround like a grotto or shrine. 

We had been advised in the pre-survey briefing to be aware of ticks, which carry meningitis and Lyme’s disease, and to check our bodies thoroughly at the end of each day. We did think of asking Ida to help with the checks but on consideration decided that this was probably not an activity covered by her role as placement leader.

DAY 18 – Tuesday 13th September 2011
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Another lovely sunny day, and suitably dressed in long trousers we drove to the village of Kemence in Hungary to meet our guide for the day, Laci, who was the same Ranger we had met the week before when we were travelling with the Scots.  He was still smiling behind the beard and shook hands all round as he recognised us. 

Josh and I were then allowed to locate the springs, ponds and wallows by ourselves using the map and GPS. We identified 3 permanent wallows before finding the 2 ponds we had been allocated. 
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Matt and Van were set a much tougher task as their locations were on sheer slopes and surrounded by dense foliage which made surveying very arduous. They also had the additional challenge of finding the correct path again.
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In the afternoon Josh and I walked up a small stream bed identifying likely breeding spots. Some were wet and some dry. We found Agile and common frogs and Josh found our first Fire-belly toad.
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DAY 19 – Wednesday 14th September 2011
[image: image125.jpg]



Another lovely sunny day and another set of hills to survey. We started the day by visiting a ruined medieval castle overlooking Hungary and then Tibor allocated the sites to survey. 
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We also used the location as an ideal spot for a team photo. 
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For Josh and I a much more relaxing day as most of the springs we were required to survey were just a short distance from the forest track that we were following. There were some slopes to climb but nothing as steep as days 1 and 2.  Both pairs found agile and common frogs, fire-belly toads and Josh and I also found juvenile salamanders in 3 of the springs we surveyed.
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After surveying was over for the day we were taken by Arpi to an underground tunnel whose discovery came as a surprise to the locals as all reference to it had been lost. It is thought to be a medieval pilot tunnel to determine the presence of precious metals but on finding nothing was sealed up and abandoned. Using what little light we had we penetrated into the hillside for about 100 metres before reaching a blank wall. The tunnel is neither high nor wide so we had to stoop all the way. There were some bats and literally millions of mosquitoes which Tibor assured us were not blood-sucking, but even so were very distracting. 

DAY 20 – Thursday 15th September 2011
Yet another lovely sunny day and this time our route took us up the right hand side of a valley on a steep but reasonably even logging track. [image: image134.jpg]


This time Josh and I were surveying for springs en route and 2 ponds on the top. Matt and Van had been sent off on the opposite side of the valley and, as we found out later, had a very steep climb at the very outset of their route. 

Really pleasant walking under the tree canopy as despite the heat of the day there was a cooling breeze. 
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Having located and logged the 2 largish ponds on the summit we walked to the forest edge where there was a meadow with an awesome view of the surrounding countryside. Here we ate our lunch before walking around the head of the valley and then descending to the meeting point.
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We then drove to a 
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new starting point and, joined by Agnes, we were assigned a gently uphill sloping valley to locate 2 springs. The valley used to have a narrow gauge railway running about 5 km along its length, but sadly due to last winter’s flooding the upper section we were following was severely damaged.  However Agnes saw this as an opportunity to give Josh and I a lesson in dancing on the rails. 
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Almost immediately after setting out Agnes spotted a small adult salamander which was the first one we had seen. 
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We missed the 2nd spring on our way up, eventually reaching the old rail head before we turned for home. On our return we located the elusive spring on the opposite side of the river to the approximate position indicated on the map.  

On the way home Tibor insisted on taking us to a pancake house to taste the pancakes and celebrate the Pancake King.  

DAY 21 – Friday 16th September 2011
The weather was again very kind to us with blue sky and bright sunshine to accompany us on our last day of surveying. It was a short day as Tibor had to return to his home in Budapest. The location chosen was a gently sloping valley near to a very nice hotel on the Hungarian side of the border. The journey with Tibor and Agnes in the Dhaitsu jeep took about 45 minutes. 
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Josh, I and Agnes were given the approximate location of 2 ponds about 3.5k up the valley following the remains of an old narrow gauge railway.  We located the ponds after walking for about an hour. As we approached the first one we were aware of several frogs leaping into the water before we could identify them accurately. However we approached the 2nd pond more cautiously and Josh successfully captured an adult Agile frog. As the picture below shows the means to identify if the frog is indeed an agile, rather than a common, is to gently extend the rear leg around the head and if the webbed foot extends past the nose then it is an agile. 
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We easily made the walk back to the meeting place for the time set. Then on Tibor’s recommendation went into the hotel for a delicious bowl of goulash and bean soup. This seemed to consist mainly of large chunks of boar in a slightly spicy liquor.  

Having shared our results with Tibor, we returned to meet up with Ida and then bade farewell to Tibor who before he left, gave us stacks of really useful information about Budapest which we then made use of later in the trip.   

We will all miss Tibor who was great fun to work with and always had a great tale to tell.  
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DAY 22/23 Saturday 17th – Sunday 18th September 2011
The weekend was spent chilling after the exertions of week 3. There was some swimming, cycling and clothes washing but also lots of laying around reading books and drinking excellent Slovakian win. 

The high spot of the weekend was a trip into Sahy on Saturday night for a free rock concert and a chance to see Ida and Agnes. The beer was fizzy and the food 100% meat but the band were brilliant.
Developing European Skills in Rural Europe (DESIRE)

Leonardo da Vinci Work Placement

28th August – 24 September 2011

WEEK 4

During which the DESIRE boys restore a spring, take a walk in the Ramsar site, clean the house and then spend a couple of days in Budapest before leaving our new found friends, Ida and Joseph, and returning to the UK.
DAY 24 – Monday 19th September 2011
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We drove to the square in Sahy to meet our guide Miro and then went to the Kingfisher Centre to collect tools and materials for the day’s activity.  
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We then followed Miro to a site in the countryside near to our village of Ipel’sky Sokolec to restore a spring.  In Slovakia springs are viewed as places to rest and relax and listen to the wildlife. They also have religious significance. 
We found the spring cover and surround to be in good condition so focused on building wide and level steps to allow people to step down safely to the seating area around the spring. 

This involved recessing sawn timber lengths into the ground and levelling the earth to provide a safe step. 
We followed Miro’s inspirational design and after some hard graft were very satisfied with the final layout.

All good things must come to an end and sadly this is true of our visit to Slovakia. 
But as we depart this country we will remember our visit for the wonderful people we have met and the magnificent scenery we have encountered. 
So farewell Ida, Joseph, Mark, Margaret, Tibor(1), Tibor(2) Agnes, Laci, Arpi, Miro and all of the other great characters we have encountered on this placement.
We can only hope that we get a chance to meet again in the future.

The DESIRE boys (Sep 2011)


THE END
Visit to the Poiplie Ramsar site, located btw the villages of Tešmak and Ipeľské Predmostie, 6 kms away from Šahy. It was registered on the Ramsar List, the list of wetlands of international importance in 1998. The heart of the site is the Ipeľ River, it is the last fragment of the original meander system of the Ipeľ and its alluvium. This section of the river represents the remains of the late big swamps and meadows that stayed untouched even after the canalization of the river in the 1970s and beginning of the 1980s. Total size of the area is 40,187 hectares. It presents a mixture of open water surfaces, wetlands rich in rare plant species, reptiles, amphibians and a huge community of water fowl, water meadows and alluvial forests. There is a 14.5 km-long tourist trail leading along the Ramsar site.    





Trip to Vydrovo valley near Čierny Balog, where we will look at the 3 main attractions. The most important part is an Open-air Forest Museum. This is a 3,5 km-long educational path with more than 70 stops, where interpretation boards and 3-dimensional exhibits show the history and current situation of Slovak and world forestry and wood processing industry as well as the natural processes in forest ecosystems. The Open-air Forest Museum was built in an environmentally friendly way from natural material (mainly wood and stones), fitting into the terrain and following the conditions given in Vydrovo valley.


The second most attractive part of Vydrovo valley is Čiernohronská railway – a historical narrow-gauge forest railway which in the last century used to transport wood from the valleys around Čierny Balog including Vydrovo valley. Nowadays, Čiernohronská railway is a tourist railway. It operates for visitors and inhabitants of the Čierny Hron microregion. At the main station of Čierny Balog, there is a small museum about history of Čiernohronská railway and about the work of a youth movement to save it. Later this youth group founded the Vydra civic association.


The third part of the Tourist Area in Vydrovo valley is a complex of additional services and facilities. There is an amphitheatre with a capacity for 800 visitors, where cultural performances are held during the summer season. We will also have a look at Vydrovo valley visitor centre. 





Forest School of Visegrad





A futuristic centre of learning for children aged 6 – 12 years. The design of the main building is something between a Viking longhouse and medieval banquet hall. 





The Head of the centre cascaded enthusiasm as she explained the structure of the programmes that the children can enjoy during each summer camp. 





The centre clearly seeks to allow children to discover the forest through its animals, plants and mythology. It appears to allow the children to live and breathe the forest, and to appreciate the natural produce that can be harvested and used for good. 





The centre provides a variety of illustrated books for the children to keep which act as a link to their school studies when they return home.





The centre has a variety of chalet-like buildings for the children to live in during week long camps.  The centre can accommodate up to 120 children.





Trip to Ipolytarnóc Fossils Nature Conservation Area on the Hungarian side of the Ipeľ watershed. The site got a European Diploma for its unique natural heritage. The buried treasures of the “Prehistoric Pompei” have been unearthed after 20 million years. The cliffs and walls reveal shark teeth, fossilized trees, prints of leaves and ancient animals, all well preserved. 


After a guided tour along the geological path, lunch in Szécsény. Then we continue to Hollókő, a UNESCO World Heritage mountain village with its beautiful old wooden log-houses, old castle, natural tourist trails, wooden church and rich folk traditions.





Trip to Banská Štiavnica, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, an interesting tourist attraction in the region. Lunch in a traditional Slovak restaurant in Banská Štiavnica. Guided tour around the old town, visiting the botanical garden of the secondary school of forestry, the old and new castle, Calvary and the miner’s museum.








Visit to the Turkey oak forest which is located next to the Kingfisher Center. That is where a multi-functional trail with hiking, horse-back-riding, and bike-riding possibility starts. The trail is in the planning process and in the near future will be part of a network of educational and tourist trails with eco-tourism facilities in the Ipeľ valley. The trail is 35 kms long and ends at the ruins of the Čabraď Castle. The Castle is a national cultural monument and a popular tourism site, with rich fauna, especially reptiles and amphibians, but also has a big bat population. The nature exchange group will go through the trail, partly by minibus and partly on foot to see the variety of landscape features ranging from wet meadows to deciduous forests, as well as the castle and its surroundings, and learn about the aims and activities of the Ipeľ Union in connection with tourism in the region.








PAGE  
1

