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THE EASE GERMAN LEONARDO DA VINCI PLACEMENT 2010

Sachsen-Anhalt according to one tourist’ guide has ‘gone from the GDR’s powerhouse to the new Germany’s poorhouse’ (Schulte-Peerers et al 2007: 205), something which is not far from the truth and is one of the first things I noticed about this part of Germany. The impact of the country’s recent, even past century history is clear by the landmarks scattered around the state’s capital, Magdeburg. From WWII ruins to communist era factories; here you will find plenty, but you will also find the impressive gothic cathedral, baroque buildings in plenty along with the famous Grüne Zitadelle building by architect Hundertwasser. I must admit at first Magdeburg looked pretty scary, but over the course of my six week placement I began to see the more charming side to this rough around the edges city. Like any person I have met, it can at times be difficult to see their good side, but if you look long enough you will find the treasure that lies deep within their personality. Although the city looked scary on first impressions, over the course of my placement it is a place which grew on me and I am sure this will be true for any future participants of the German placement. 
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As a city Magdeburg has plenty to offer and living within the city for the most part meant I could take full advantage of these, particularly on weekends. Probably important to some members of the group (although not so much for me) were drinking venues, especially those located at Hasselbachplatz. Important to note at this point is that available extra cash or a bank card is crucial as drinking can become expensive and burn a deep hole in ones pocket. Although my best advice would be to budget and set a limit, this way you will almost certainly survive and enjoy the six week placement! Other than good drinking venues Magdeburg also provided the opportunity of numerous activities including walking and cycling within the city’ vastly green park, along the east bank of the river Elbe and through the numerous streets of differing architectural style. 
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Magdeburg also contained large shopping centres, in particular the Allee Centre, which included numerous clothes shops (which pleased some) and also places to buy essentials such as food and drinks (annoyingly German shops don’t seem to be open on a Sunday!). During weekends I also managed to visit Magdeburg’ culture history museum which is definitely worth the three euro’s! One of the most important things one must do when in Germany is try one of their eis cafes, which is basically dedicated to ice cream! A recommendation which was strongly advocated by one of my site directors and now after tasting, by me as well; although I would warn that they could be considered meals in their own right, because of this I would caution anyone who wishes to count the calories!
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Although I actually spent all my weekends in Magdeburg, for those who prefer to explore a bit more of Germany the transport within and around the city is really good. This means travel to cities including Berlin, Hannover, Dessau and Leipzig can be done with relative ease and if one budgets well they should be able to experience them without burning a large hole in their pocket! 
THE WORK
While on placement, it became apparent relatively quickly that as a participant I was expected to be relatively independent, at times this meant that I was responsible for arranging my own transport to and from the site (as in Hundisburg), along with certain conditions surrounding accommodation and working hours (as in Westeregeln). Although I was part of a group of seven, I did not actually end up working with everyone at the same time. During the first week I worked with two members of my group in Haldensleben (outside Magdeburg), while in the second and most part of the third week I worked with one other person at Westeregeln. At the end of the third week I ended up working at Hundisburg with three other members, while for the final few weeks I was back working with the same people on the original site at Haldensleben. My archaeological experience at Germany varied between a medieval graveyard (Haldensleben), middle Palaeolithic excavation (Westeregeln) and a Megalithic site (Hundisburg), which were for the most part positive. The best thing about working on such a diverse array of sites is the fact that I not only learnt different techniques necessary on different sites, difference in the expectation of each site director, but also it provided me with the opportunity to explore whether or not an interest existed in a period or specific task never experienced before. Moreover, the experience was beneficial for furthering development of transferrable skills, in particular my interpersonal capabilities when dealing with others. 
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From the three sites; the medieval site provided me with the opportunity to excavate and record skeletons and to understand how complex and time consuming this can be, particularly when dealing with the feet! The middle Palaeolithic site was beneficial, not only because it was my first time excavating a Palaeolithic site, but moreover because it enabled me to practice my interpersonal skills in dealing with the site director when agreeing on conditions such as working hours and sleeping arrangements. The site also taught me that being reliant on one’ self is extremely important to resolve issues which arise, especially if I am to survive in a highly competitive world. The experience on this site therefore not only carries value archaeologically but also generally on both a professional and personal level which will almost certainly serve me well in the future. The third site was also extremely useful, but on a much more technical level related directly to archaeology, which enabled me to compare and improve on methods used in Portugal. In particular it enabled me to gain firsthand experience using a total station and also gain an insight into modern technology in archaeology i.e. photo plan. 
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THE ACCOMMODATION
For the most part I was accommodated in Magdeburg, however since the sites varied in location staying within the city during workdays became impractical both at Westeregeln and Hundisburg. The accommodation within the city itself was very good despite being located on the outskirts (however as I have already noted transport within Magdeburg was very good, especially the tram which stopped outside the hostel). The rooms themselves were very spacious, contained plenty of storage space and were en suite. Rooms were also regularly cleaned and towels provided, although I would recommend bringing extra towels. The hostel also included washing machines and driers (which were free to use), however I must admit that the driers didn’t actually work instead during weekends my room became full of wet clothes. Although the kitchens were small, especially fridge space (which at the best of times was scarce!), it was adequate and provided all the essential kitchen equipment, plus due to the size of my room I was able to store some of my food in my room. 
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As my time at Haldensleben came to an end, I was assigned to the middle Palaeolithic site which meant I had to stay at an apartment with the site director and one other member of the Grampus team. The accommodation itself was satisfactory however I must admit that the situation was not ideal; in particular, living with the site director meant that a separation between work and home life was difficult, which was necessary after a seven to five workday! In addition, only the site director possessed a key for the apartment which meant that the other participant and I could not arrange anything for the evenings outside the accommodation. Despite these issues I did manage to arrange a return to Magdeburg during weekends, which not only allowed me to enjoy what the city had to offer but it also gave  me the opportunity to wash my clothes, something which was lacking at Westeregeln!
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Following Westeregeln I was then accommodated at Hundisburg for a relatively short time before returning to Magdeburg. My accommodation here was a spectacular baroque castle set within enchanting grounds which in my opinion more than made up for the uncomfortable sleeping arrangements and the lack of basic facilities such as a kitchen sink or hot water, on the plus side the fridge was massive and showers with both cold and hot water were available in another part of the castle complex! 

THE SACHSEN-ANHALT UNIT AND GRAMPUS
Although the Sachsen-Anhalt unit expected me and the rest of the group to be relatively independent during the placement, the unit were available if any problems arose; Dr. Götz Alper was particular helpful on numerous occasions, especially when another participant and I had a problem with one of our sites. My advice to any future participant would be to inform the unit of any problems which may arise however small they may be. If the unit don’t know about the problem they will be unable to help resolve the issue! Although the unit was very busy and found it difficult to arrange visits to archaeological sites, they did arrange a tour at the Halle museum (one of Germany’s best museums and according to one site director, Europe’s!) and a barbecue was held on our last day with staff and colleagues of the Sachsen-Anhalt unit. As a closing note, I would definitely say that participants need to be proactive in organising their time and in dealing primarily with problems as they arise, since Sachsen-Anhalt is an experience of commercial rather than field school archaeology a participant should not expect to be babysat. At first this may seem harsh however it is something which is a much closer reflection of the real world and is therefore much more likely to prepare you for it!

In the event that problems do arise, I would certainly recommend informing Grampus of the situation, even if the matter is being resolved without their need for intervention it is always good to keep them in the loop. I certainly found this to be the best strategy in Germany and felt supported when a particular problem arose. When they say you are not alone; they really mean it! Further strengthening this support is the fact that project officer Charlotte Marinos actually visited the team while on placement to check all was good; including accommodation and site conditions. 
ALL IN ALL...
Germany is an experience I will never forget, not just from the point of view of the archaeological experience, but moreover from a personal one; including developing the ability to deal with unforeseen circumstances as they arise and developing invaluable interpersonal skills which will surely deal me well in both my professional and personal life. The placements provided by Grampus are a life changing experience, one which all archaeology students should strive for, yes the placement can be difficult at times, but the saying ‘no pain no gain’ truly falls relevant here. It is only with difficulty that we truly achieve something and completing a Grampus placement certainly feels like that! The fact that this is my second placement should be proof enough for anyone considering the programme that it is really a good opportunity. If I was given half the chance I would certainly work with Grampus again not only because it allows you to gain extensive archaeological experience, moreover I strongly believe that Grampus gives those who may otherwise find it difficult to do so the chance to improve them self. A fact which in my opinion deserves Grampus the utmost respect and something which I must thank them for personally! 

Once again, thank you Grampus for providing me with my second life changing experience(  

Tomos L. Jones

(Participant 2010)           
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