Suzanne McNiff

Skalanes, Iceland is an amazing place to meet and make new friends, experience another countries culture and language and it is a beautiful and inspiring place to work. Many tasks needed to be done whilst at Skalanes. The main task was tree planting along the mountain slopes and lower plateaus to stop the further erosion of the land, and to also see if the trees would stop the spread of the Lupin. Another vital piece of research that was undertaken by me and another group member was plant transects in different areas of the reserve. The information we collected is going to be used as baseline data and every year the plant transects are going to be re-done in the same areas using the same method. This is to build up a picture of what plants are in the reserve and to see how the lupin affects the land i.e. what is the succession of plants after the lupin has died off and what are the first plants to recede when lupin is invading a new area. Stone wall and turf wall construction was completed whilst on placement. The stone wall that was constructed was for the Skalanes welcome sign for visitors and guests travelling along the road toward the centre. The turf walling took place to replace some lost wall that had been destroyed by the centre’s cows. Feeding the animals (pigs, ducks and chickens) was a twice daily event which always needed to be done which I gladly took on even when it was pouring with rain.

Free time was spent mainly hill walking or climbing, bonfires on the local beach, watching films on the projector and playing cards with other group members. Basically free time was when you could do whatever you wanted even if that meant us all sat around the indoor fire or the outside bonfire just talking and having fun. Bread making for me was done during both free time and work hours because bread is always needed at the centre and after learning how to make it I was only too happy to make bread and my chocolate bread still warm from the oven was also a big hit with both group members and guests.

We also attended a music festival in the local town of Seydisfjordur which was about 45 minutes away from the centre. This festival gave us a real insight into the local culture of the people and what seemed like a quiet town turned into one giant party throughout the night. A party filled with both local and international music, fun and laughter. 

Since going to Iceland I have grown more confidence in myself and what I can achieve. I have made some brilliant new friends and I had a fantastic time. It was the best experience of my life so far. I would defiantly recommend the Iceland placement to anyone especially if their future career choice of a environmental or countryside ranger/warden. 
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Tree Planting
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Chilling out round the bonfire
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Skalanes
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Turf Wall Construction
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Seydisfjordur Valley
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Stone Wall Construction
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On a walk out in Husey
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Beach Bonfire inc Glasgow uni Students
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