Unlocking Hidden Heritage: Curriculum Pack
Akrotiri Environmental Education and Information Centre, Cyprus

Basketry at Akrotiri village
	1. Traditional crafts  (1 hour)

	Activity – Introduction to traditional crafts with emphasis to basketry
The students will be engaged in a discussion regarding the importance of traditional crafts and what constitutes a traditional craft.
They will be asked to give examples of traditional crafts, describe them and explain from where they learn about them. This will give them a better understanding of the relation of the crafts to older generations of their family, making them feel proud of crafts that their family was engaged. 

Students will be encouraged to consider the materials used for traditional crafts and discuss the connection to the cultural landscape of their place of living. They will discuss the impact of traditional crafts to the natural environment and compare the impact to the environment from modern replacement items (eg. baskets vs. plastic). They will also discuss how have humans in the past impacted upon the landscape? How have their activities in the past or present helped to create the environment we live in today?



	Structure and Key Points

10 minutes:  Introduction by tutor to set the scene for the module and the structure of the course.

20 minutes: Discussion on traditional crafts and linking to their family and area of living
30 minutes: Discussion on the impact of traditional crafts and the benefits to natural habitats. Discussion of examples of how cultural landscape is created. Groups can be divided into small teams and discuss around one craft each. Presentation of the conclusions of each team. Concluding discussion with tutor.
The session could be held indoors or outdoors, but is preferable to be partly indoors so audiovisual equipment can be used to aid the discussion.


	Aims and Outcomes

· Definition of traditional crafts
· Realization of  the diversity of traditional crafts 

· Understanding of the extent the traditional crafts were part of the daily life of older generations
· Appreciation of the importance of traditional crafts

· Identification of potential areas for  individual or group survey projects

· Realization of the impact to the environment from the use of replacement items like plastic



	Resources
UHH Handbook

UHH Website

Cyprus Handicraft Service website

Slides about crafts


	2. Gathering information from the Community (4 hours)

	Activity – Interviewing local people
Traditional crafts are at a very high extent based on passing of knowledge from generation to generation, usually without any written evidence. That’s why any effort to conserve traditional skills in a Community, should include collection of information from craftsmen and craftswomen. The Unlocking Hidden heritage project has placed a strong emphasis on the role of communities in the investigation of cultural landscape. 
This session will explore the process to gather information from local people, in a way that this information can be used for the conservation of a craft and facilitate the learning of a craft from young people. The process should also aim to the collection of such a diversity of information, so that somebody, not having any experience in the craft, will be able to practice the craft at a level further than the actual weaving (i.e. to learn raw material collection sites, species, seasons, processing etc.).
.

	Structure and Key Points

15 minutes: Introduction to the specific craft under investigation (e.g. basketry), and presentation by the tutor of the importance of communities in cultural landscape research. Looking at reliability of local knowledge and separating fact from folklore.

45 minutes: Presentation of oral history survey techniques. A presentation of the use of oral history including the kind of open questions used in interviews. Students should consider potential interviewees for their own research and how to access local knowledge (groups, societies, advertising in press, questionnaires etc.)
30 minutes: Students will test different techniques, by dividing into groups and interviewing each other. 

2 hours: Students will divide into groups, and will visit local basket makers to interview and record facts about basketry. Questionnaires, open questions, voice recorders, video cameras and other means can be used. 

30 minutes: Discussion on the effectiveness of the collected information, in regards to if they are enough for somebody to practice the handicraft. Identification of gaps, and discussion of ways to have a more comprehensive process.


	Outcomes

· Appreciation of the possible difficulties for the separation between folklore and fact.

· Development of oral history interview skills through designing and testing open questions

· Learning about the use of basic voice recording equipment

· Considering of possible sources of oral history for their own research projects


	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website
Voice recorders

Video cameras


	3. Identification of plants used for Basketry and collection areas (4 hours)

	Activity – Field work for the identification of plant species which can be used for basketry, and examination of the process and its impacts.
Several species can be used for the soft basketry practiced at Akrotiri village. Students will work in the field, to identify the species, and understand the properties of each of them in relation to the end products. Suitable collection areas will be identified, in relation to the density and the size of the plants in height and thickness, the correct collection period and other factors. Mapping of potential collection areas will be undertaken. Emphasis will be given to the understanding of the sustainability issues, both as regards the species themselves, but also the impact to animals and other plant species exist in the area.

Students will collect basketry species, using the traditional tools and methods, make bundles, and do the initial processing and selection.


	Structure and Key Points

10 minutes: Introduction by the tutor to set the scene for the module and the structure of the course.

1.5 hours: Discussion about the diversity of species that can be used for basketry. Identification of species using books and specimens. During the process, the properties of each species will be recorded, and they will be separated in groups based on these properties.

1 hour: Species will be examined in relation to their environment and suitable collection areas will be identified, considering sustainability and habitat protection issues. Potential collection areas will be mapped using GPS.
1 hour: Students will collect plants and will do the initial processing.

20 minutes: Concluding discussion 

	Aims and outcomes

· Acquiring of plant identification skills
· Identification of critical factors affecting natural habitats will be learned

· Identification of which plants are suitable for basketry

· Learning of collection and processing methods

· Practical understanding of sustainability issues

· Gaining of practical skills using traditional and modern tools and methods



	Resources

Plant identification guides and books
UHH handbook

UHH website

Traditional tools

GPS devices



	4. Basket making (4 hours)

	Activity – Practice in basket making
Students will practice different techniques for basket making. Different techniques are available, with many variations, extending even to the individual making it, that’s why it is an art as much as a craft. 

Students will be taught about the raw material used, and generally about the collection, processing and preparation for the weaving. They will watch skilled basket makers and they will themselves weave a basket type from start to beginning.

They will be allowed the freedom to select a particular technique and basket type that they want, since personal preferences are very important in arts and crafts.  

	Structure and Key Points

10 minutes: Introduction by the tutor to set the scene for the module and the structure of the course.

10 minutes: Presentation of the species and the basic weaving techniques

50 minutes: Visit to basket makers and watching of local people practicing weaving techniques. Discussion with them about the basic points during weaving and difficulties of each technique.

2.5 hours: Basket weaving with the aid of skilled basket makers, and slow motion videos of each technique.

20 minutes: Discussion on the problems and difficulties.


	Outcomes

· Realization of the diversity of the different techniques.
· Gaining experiences through contact with older generations.
· Gaining practical weaving skills.


	Resources

UHH Handbook
UHH website

Basket making videos

Basket making guides and books




