Discovering
the treasures

in our cultural

landscape

A series of case studies
outlining practical examples
of European heritage
interpretation




The Unlocking \ e
Hidden Heritage handbook =1
comprises a series of case studies outlining '
practical examples of land based heritage
interpretation. Each chapter describes an innovative
Vocational Education and Training action wherein
certain cultural landscape features have been surveyed
and re-discovered in a contemporary context. This handbook
not only presents an insight into the rich tapestry of European
rural heritage; by ‘looking back to look forward’, the project
seeks to promote new applications for traditional skills.

The six training actions took place in the UK, Ireland,
Cyprus, Germany, Iceland and Slovakia.
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Introduction

Introduction

The Unlocking Hidden Heritage project brings together a
partnership of 6 organisations from the UK, Iceland, Cyprus,
Ireland, Germany and Slovakia. The two-year project aimed to
explore ways in which communities can be involved in the
investigation of their own cultural landscapes and how this can
contribute to increased appreciation and protection of this valuable
cultural resource. The project recognises that the diversity of cultural
landscapes in Europe have great potential as a basis for rural
economic benefit and regeneration but that the uniqueness and
value of these landscapes and features must firstly be appreciated by
the local communities living and working within them.

There is no doubt that changes in land ownership, landscape
protection, increasing social mobility and changing work practices
has led, in many European regions, to an increasing detachment
between many communities and their landscape.

Protection of landscape, whether for cultural, ecological or many
reasons can serve to increase the separation between landscape and
people. If a landscape is designated as ‘valuable’ and protected by
an external body or agency (whether national or international) this
can be perceived by local people as restricted, out-of-bounds and
now the responsibility of others. The reasons for designation and
‘protection’ are rarely explained clearly to local communities whose
ancestors were quite often responsible for shaping the cultural
landscape in the first place. In this way, the statutory protection of
‘valuable’ landscape does not necessarily correlate with increased
local understanding and appreciation of why it is valuable or the
people and processes behind the creation of that landscape. In these
cases, the connection between the people and their landscape is
broken, to the detriment of both.

The Unlocking project, recognising that community engagement is
key to the preservation of cultural landscape, developed and
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trialled a seven point process in all six partner countries. This
process aims to ‘unlock’ key aspects of the cultural landscape and
traditions of each region and to celebrate these with the aim of re-
instating the connectivity between communities and their
environment and valuing the uniqueness of the landscape as an
asset and a catalyst for sustainable rural tourism.

The seven actions followed in each country are:

1) Local community engagement

2) Interactive archaeological/ topographical survey

3) Workshop on identifying critical cultural features

4) Management and sourcing of sustainable local material to effect
protection/ enhancement/ reconstruction

5) Traditional skills training

6) Reconstruction & other practical landscape restoration work

7) Interpretation and sample cultural tourism plan.

There are many definitions of the term ‘cultural landscape’ and this
project has not sought to engage in lengthy discussions to provide
further definition. Rather, we have sought to engage communities
in exploring and defining their own cultural landscapes and
identifying their key components, traditions, skills and features.

The case-studies presented in this handbook are the results of the 7-
stage approach being implemented in the UK, Iceland, Cyprus,
Ireland, Germany and Slovakia. As the reader will see, this has
resulted in an incredibly diverse range of topics being covered,
from tar production in Germany to basketry in Cyprus and from
turf-house surveys in Iceland to geophysical surveys on Roman
camps in the UK.

All of the activities described in the following case-studies have
arisen from community engagement and the identification of
features or crafts that are a key component of the ‘hidden heritage’
in that region. All of the activities have also left a legacy, either as a
physical structure or in a heightened local skills base, that can be
used to go on to develop sustainable rural tourism.

It is our hope that the diversity of activities described in this
handbook, having all arisen from the same seven key principles,
will serve to inspire future projects, in regions throughout Europe,
to investigate, explore, celebrate and ‘unlock’ aspects of their own
hidden heritage.





