Unlocking Hidden Heritage
Curriculum Pack

Cultural Landscape Survey Module – Tutor Guidelines

Introduction
This pack is designed to be an aid to tutors to provide training for students in cultural landscape survey and interpretation techniques. The curriculum has been developed as part of the Leonardo da Vinci funded pilot project ‘Unlocking Hidden Heritage’.

The objective of this curriculum is to develop in students an understanding of the physical and cultural elements of cultural landscape and ways in which these can be understood, recorded and celebrated. The Unlocking Hidden Heritage project has focused on the engagement of communities in the investigation of their own cultural landscapes. The project has therefore been an inclusive exercise, seeking to engage the community as a whole rather than specific target groups within the community. The activities and learning aims outlined in this pack are therefore designed to be inclusive and, in contrast to many traditional curriculum packs, applicable to a wide range of ages, abilities and target groups.

This curriculum is designed to be used alongside the Unlocking Hidden Heritage handbook, where the reader will find six European examples of communities being trained in varied aspects of cultural landscape investigation and celebration. The handbook is available as hard copy or can be downloaded from the project website at www.grampusheritage.co.uk
Curriculum Aims

The cultural landscape survey module aims to:

Develop an understanding in students of what makes up a ‘cultural landscape’ and ultimately encourage a greater connectivity and sense of ownership between communities and their own landscapes. The curriculum will create an eye-opening experience for students and change the way in which they view and understand their surroundings. Students will develop the confidence to identify elements of the cultural landscape and record, celebrate and disseminate the significance of these to others. 

This module of the Unlocking Hidden Heritage curriculum focuses on the practical understanding of cultural landscape and the methods of survey and recording which can be practically taught. Other modules in this curriculum pack focus on the training of specific skills used in the creation of cultural landscape or craft skills and products intrinsic to local landscapes (vernacular architecture, craft products, cultural tradition, local resources…).

This curriculum is intended to function as a stand-alone short course or be a guide for tutors of relevant courses to incorporate a survey module into existing curriculum. The module assumes little or no prior experience in survey techniques or cultural landscape investigation in students. The student ‘journey’ will develop an understanding of the connectivity between landscape and people, considering how the life and work of people in the past has impacted upon and created the features and landscape we see today. The learning journey leads to greater consideration of activities in the past but also encourages a responsible attitude to present and future activities. How do our actions now impact on the current landscape? Are we losing unique aspects of our cultural landscape? Should these be protected? How can landscape features be recorded and/or physically maintained? This curriculum module will develop an understanding in students which can be built upon through further study or which can stand alone as a testament to their understanding of the value and make-up of cultural landscapes.
Format
This curriculum is designed to be taught in both classroom and fieldwork environments. A suggested time is included in each aspect of the syllabus, though is only a very rough guide and can be increased or reduced as appropriate. The timing given for each activity is considered a minimum for the attainment of understanding and achievement of learning outcomes. Students may wish to spend more time on specific areas of the syllabus according to their interests and this is to be encouraged wherever possible.

	1.  What is cultural landscape? Session Plan



	Activity – Exploration of what constitutes ‘Cultural Landscape’

The students will be engaged in discussion regarding their perception of what constitutes ‘Cultural Landscape’

The students will be asked to give examples of how cultural landscape is created and the features/processes which go to create a cultural landscape.

Students will be encouraged to consider the difference between what elements of the landscape are ‘natural’ and what has been impacted upon or created through human intervention. How have humans in the past impacted upon the landscape? How have their activities in the past or present helped to create the environment we live in today?

The tutor will explain that very few landscapes in Europe are entirely ‘natural’ and, following the group discussion, will summarise ways in which humans impact upon, exploit and change the landscape in which they live. The following are some examples of ways in which cultural landscape is created and each should be followed by group discussion. 

Farming – Livestock, crops, habitation, clearance, drainage, land improvement, transport of products, storage of goods

Mining – visual impact, habitation, processing of products, transport, mechanization (engine houses, wheel-pits…)

Crafts/products (ceramics, baskets, wood products) – Use of local natural resources (clay, reeds, woodlands), management of resources, harvesting, stages of production, transport of goods, lives of workers.

Conflict – Evidence of defensive structures, history of region…
Others – Hunting, fishing, leisure, fashion (aesthetic landscape design)…
The above are just a few examples of the creation of cultural landscape. The tutor should use examples such as these to discuss the changing cultural landscape, development of techniques (industrial revolution), influx of new ideas through settlement/trade. 
 

	Structure and Key Points

Introduction by tutor – 15mins

The introduction will set the scene for the module and the structure of the course.

1 hour: Discussion of what constitutes ‘cultural landscape’ taking in points from students and discussing. This emphasizes the difference between what is ‘natural’ and what is influenced or created by human intervention.

1 hour: Discussion of examples of how cultural landscape is created. Groups can be divided into small groups for 10 mins to come up with as many examples as possible of how humans influence their environment. Summarised by tutor and other examples given. Powerpoint/slides can be used to illustrate local examples of each.
The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of the scale of human impact on our environment. To equip students with sufficient understanding to look at landscape and understand how and why it was formed. What are the main people and processes behind the creation of the landscape we see today.
The session could be held outdoors but may be preferable in a classroom to use slides to illustrate many examples of cultural landscape features.

At the end of the session, students will be asked to consider areas of land for their own survey projects, either individually or in groups.


	Outcomes

Students understand the difference between ‘natural’ and ‘cultural’ landscape
Students appreciate the scale of human impact on the landscape throughout Europe

Students understand the main ways in which humans have interacted with the landscape throughout history

Students enthused to investigate aspects of their own cultural landscape and develop their own research projects.

Students begin to consider areas for their individual or group survey projects



	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website

Slides of cultural landscape features – lisheen, roundhouse sites, etc.



	2.  Community investigation, Session plan 


	Activity – Introduction to community investigation (using living memory and oral history to inform cultural landscape investigation.)

The Unlocking Hidden heritage project has placed a strong emphasis on the role of communities in the investigation of cultural landscape. The community, those currently living and working in or around the cultural landscape being investigated, also presents a valuable resource for the landscape investigator. This session will look at ways in which the student can harness local knowledge to shed light on the development of cultural landscape.

The session will be divided into two parts. The first will comprise a discussion and presentation on how everyday life in the region has changed in living memory. The students should be encouraged to consider this and contribute to discussions on the changing methods of agriculture and life over the past 50/60 years. They should also consider the value of information passed down through generations. For example: A 60 year old farmer interviewed today may have received information from his grandfather 40 years ago when his grandfather was 80 years old, who in turn remembers speaking to his grandfather as a child. The aim is to illustrate how communities can hold an invaluable record of life and work in a landscape and how this can be lost through increasingly mobile populations.
The second session will look at ways in which the investigator can use the community knowledge to help in research and investigation, looking at oral history techniques and the kind of questions to ask in interviews.

	Structure and Key Points

15 mins – Introduction to oral history
30 mins: Presentation by tutor of the importance of communities in cultural landscape research. Looking at reliability of local knowledge and separating fact from folklore.
1 hour: Presentation of oral history techniques. A presentation of the use of oral history including the kind of open questions used in interviews. Students should consider potential interviewees for their own research and how to access local knowledge (groups, societies, advertising in press, questionnaires…).
1 hour: An exercise could be developed where students devise oral history questions and interview each other. This will develop interview skills and design of questions. This should include practical instructions on use of simple digital voice recorder (preferable)
The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of the value of oral history as a tool for original research.


	Outcomes

Students understand the value of including communities in cultural landscape investigation.
Students appreciate the possible difficulty in separating folklore from fact.
Students develop oral history interview skills through designing and testing open questions

Students learn to use basic voice recording equipment

Students consider possible sources of oral history for their own research projects.



	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website

Oral History Society (OHS) Website: http://www.ohs.org.uk/
Digital Voice Recorder / Recording Equipment (preferable)



	3.  Practical interpretation – Roundhouse reconstruction, Module plan


	Activity –.

To demonstrate how features of the cultural landscape may be interpreted in a contemporary context in order to educate the wider community as to man’s historical use of, and situation in the landscape.
This practical training action focuses on the reconstruction of an iron age roundhouse reconstruction.  It outlines the traditional skills and materials required to construct the roundhouse, as well as presenting the basis for its future use.

Building on sessions 1 & 2, students will investigate the historical situation of roundhouses in the landscape, with particular regard to: natural features – lakes, rivers, likely wooded areas, etc; topography; and other habitations.  They should understand how the natural landscape was utilized in habitation design and construction, and how natural resources were exploited.
The students should gain an appreciation of the natural history of forest cover in Ireland and its current status.  They should develop their tree species identification skills and gain an understanding of native woodland ecology and conservation management.

Stage one in the roundhouse construction will involve instruction in selection of suitable native timbers and their sustainable harvesting.  
Preceding the practical skills training elements of the course, students will visit the construction site to discuss and understand the contemporary use of the building.  
The course will culminate in the two practical skills training elements (see below), which will teach the students the necessary green wood working and thatching skills involved in roundhouse construction
 

	Structure and Key Points

 The Module is broken down under four general headings (sessions):
1. ‘Habitation in the cultural landscape’

2. ‘Native woodland conservation and management’

3. ‘Contemporary interpretation’

4. ‘Practical skills training’

Session 1.1 – 1 hour, classroom based:  Paper map survey of cultural habitation sites.  Discussion on their relative situation vis-à-vis the natural landscape.

Session 1.2 – 4 hours, field visit:  Visit to roundhouse site.  Discussion on situation, use of natural resources, defensibility, other cultural features – souterrains, earthworks, burial sites, etc.
Session 1.3 – 2 hours, classroom based:  Presentation and discussion on roundhouse design and construction – materials (properties and specifications), design features, green wood working and thatching techniques.

Session 2.1 – 1 hour, classroom based:  Lecture / presentation on the development and exploitation of the post glacial wildwood

Session 2.2 – 4 hours, field visit:  Visit to semi-natural woodland.  Instruction on species composition / structure, ecology and conservation management.
Session 2.3 – 4 hours, field visit:  Sustainable harvesting of native timbers for roundhouse construction.
Session 3.1 – 30 mins, classroom based:  Discussion on situation of roundhouse reconstruction and future use.

Session 3.2 – 1 hour, site visit:  Discussion on situation of roundhouse reconstruction and future use.

Session 4.1 – 64 hours, site based:  Construct roundhouse – broken down as:
4.1.1 – 8 hours:  Peel timbers and erect uprights
4.1.2 – 8 hours:  Weave wattle walls

4.1.3 – 16 hours:  Construct roof frame

4.1.4 – 32 hours:  Thatch roof

N.B.  All of the above sessions, in particular 4.1, derive their practical training content from the UHH handbook and should be delivered in conjunction with the handbook.



	Outcomes

· Students have an appreciation of man’s situation in the cultural landscape and his use of natural resources
· Students have an appreciation of natural forests, their current status and conservation management objectives

· Students have an appreciation of the opportunities to interpret cultural landscape features in a modern context

· Students understand and are able to demonstrate the practical skills necessary to build a green wood and thatch roundhouse



	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website
Classroom

6” Ordinance Survey sheets

A3 paper and pencils

Laptop computer, PowerPoint and projector

Suitable sites as described

To build 5m diameter roundhouse:

1.5m x c.20cm Oak roundwood uprights x 18
Hazel wattle x 32m2

5m x c. 15cm Ash roundwood rafters x 18

Assorted lengths 10cm Ash lathes

Digging spades

Bar

Tamp

Bark knifes

Long tape

Marker paint

Post hammer

Chainsaw

Loppers
Bill hooks

Bull wire x 1 roll

Wire cutters

Staples

Hammer

Nails (assorted to 9”)

Marlin twine

Cordless drill

600 bundles of reed thatch

20 bundles of straw thatch

Assorted wood screws to 120mm
The ‘sword’ (a piece of steel for locating wooden anchor points through the reed)
Wire fixings

Ratchet for tying the fixings.

Wooden mallet 
Gloves 
Legget (see UHH handbook)



Celebration

Exhibition, press releases, website…

Assessment / accreditation

Resources Links
