	What is cultural landscape? Session Plan


	Activity – Exploration of what constitutes ‘Cultural Landscape’
The students will be engaged in discussion regarding their perception of what constitutes ‘Cultural Landscape’
The students will be asked to give examples of how cultural landscape is created and the features/processes which go to create a cultural landscape.
Students will be encouraged to consider the difference between what elements of the landscape are ‘natural’ and what has been impacted upon or created through human intervention. How have humans in the past impacted upon the landscape? How have their activities in the past or present helped to create the environment we live in today?
The tutor will explain that very few landscapes in Europe are entirely ‘natural’ and, following the group discussion, will summarise ways in which humans impact upon, exploit and change the landscape in which they live. The following are some examples of ways in which cultural landscape is created and each should be followed by group discussion. 
Farming – Livestock, crops, habitation, clearance, drainage, land improvement, transport of products, storage of goods
Mining – visual impact, habitation, processing of products, transport, mechanization (engine houses, wheel-pits…)
Crafts/products (ceramics, baskets, wood products) – Use of local natural resources (clay, reeds, woodlands), management of resources, harvesting, stages of production, transport of goods, lives of workers.
Conflict – Evidence of defensive structures, history of region…
Others – Hunting, fishing, leisure, fashion (aesthetic landscape design)…
The above are just a few examples of the creation of cultural landscape. The tutor should use examples such as these to discuss the changing cultural landscape, development of techniques (industrial revolution), influx of new ideas through settlement/trade. 
 

	Structure and Key Points
Introduction by tutor – 15mins
The introduction will set the scene for the module and the structure of the course.
1 hour: Discussion of what constitutes ‘cultural landscape’ taking in points from students and discussing. This emphasizes the difference between what is ‘natural’ and what is influenced or created by human intervention.
1 hour: Discussion of examples of how cultural landscape is created. Groups can be divided into small groups for 10 mins to come up with as many examples as possible of how humans influence their environment. Summarised by tutor and other examples given. Powerpoint/slides can be used to illustrate local examples of each.
The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of the scale of human impact on our environment. To equip students with sufficient understanding to look at landscape and understand how and why it was formed. What are the main people and processes behind the creation of the landscape we see today.
The session could be held outdoors but may be preferable in a classroom to use slides to illustrate many examples of cultural landscape features.
At the end of the session, students will be asked to consider areas of land for their own survey projects, either individually or in groups.



	Outcomes
Students understand the difference between ‘natural’ and ‘cultural’ landscape
Students appreciate the scale of human impact on the landscape throughout Europe
Students understand the main ways in which humans have interacted with the landscape throughout history
Students enthused to investigate aspects of their own cultural landscape and develop their own research projects.
Students begin to consider areas for their individual or group survey projects


	Resources
UHH Handbook
UHH Website
Slides of cultural landscape features



	What wood is suitable for splitting and where we can find it. 



	Indoor activity – 

Explanation what species of wood are suitable for shingle making.

The best wood for splitting is a fir but also a spruce has good splittable wood for shingles. Also oak wood shingles are sold but they are used to be only in small quantities for smaller structures (gazebo, picnic shed, etc.). 

Introduction of DVD (a part of Slovak UHH contribution), where students can see where suitable trees are growing. They can understand the most important for the tree is a peaceful growing up. When a tree is exposed to any unstable situations a structure of a wood can be disturbed, which is immediately reflected in a tree (visible on its stump). 

Standing at a standing tree it is good just to have a look at the trunk and watch any damages of the trunk. Without any damage of the trunk and the crown the tree could be good for splitting.

They can see a panorama of a forest with the focus on a valley, where the trees growing are peaceful and trees could be suitable for splitting.
Peaceful growing is evident especially looking at a stump - a tree ring is a circle, distances among rings are regular. If you have a piece of wood after cutting you can try hit it on a stump and you immediately know about features of the trunk for splitting (watch DVD presentation).

The aim of the session is to equip students with sufficient theoretical knowledge about species of trees suitable for splitting, where we can find trees good for splitting.

Outdoor activity – 

To go to a forest and to find some places, where trees are growing and show them some typical features that were taught theoretically. They need to see a good tree with good wood. They have to see (better to test) the fragility (breakability) of the wood and they will understand why hand cutting is so important for durability of shingles. 

Do not forget to show them good splittable wood to see the quality of the good wood. 



	Structure and Key Points
15 mins – the best species of wood for splitting. What species are used for shingles. 

Discussion about tree species used for roofing in various countries.

1 hour: Presentation of DVD and discussion about wooden shingles. Almost each nation uses wood for roofing but everywhere it is different. Discussion about using of wood for roofing. 

What nation – what form of wood.

The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of tree species, where they can be found, quality of splittable wood.



	Outcomes
Students know what tree species are used for shingle making.
Students understand the meaning of a good tree for splitting.
Students can say conditions, where it grows. 


	Resources
UHH Handbook
UHH Website
DVD (Slovak UHH contribution)



	Practical part of wooden shingles making. 



	Activity – 

At first, to watch DVD presentation of shingle making process.

Trunks (of soft wood) are cut to logs. The length of logs depends on distances among branches – so, it is done by the age of the trunk. The part of the trunk, where branches are cut off (too many knots). The logs are split by axes (and wedges using mallets). 

Describe mallets and what they are made from (and what part). What the weights of them are. 

Demonstration of cutting knife using. 

Demonstration of variety of measuring during cutting.

Storing of cut shingles.

Making grooves into shingles. 

Binding of shingles into a bundle for drying (1 m2).

Explanation of the best place for drying.

Dipping of shingle bundle in a solution against fungi and insects.

The aim of the practical lessons is to equip students with sufficient practical knowledge how to cut good shingles. 



	Structure and Key Points
45 mins – cutting of trunks to logs. 

45 mins – splitting logs onto rough shingles.

4 hours – cutting of shingles.

15 mins – making grooves in shingles

30 mins – binding of shingles into bundles.

1 hour: Presentation of DVD again and discussion about shingle cutting.

The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of shingle making. 



	Outcomes
Students know how to cut logs for shingles and what they need to do with a knotty part of a trunk.

Students know how to split logs and what tools they can use.
Students know how to cut shingles, using measuring methods to finish a shingle.

Students know how to cut a grove of a shingle.

Students know how to bind shingles into 1 m2 bundle of shingles.

Students know how to impregnate wooden shingles and what against to.


	Resources
UHH Handbook
UHH Website
DVD (Slovak UHH contribution)



	Practical part of roofing using wooden shingles. 



	Activity – 

At first, to watch DVD presentation of roofing using wooden shingles. 

At first, a bed boards has to be prepared for roofing. A distance between two boards depends on the length of used shingles.

Shingles roofing starts from the bottom (lowest row). Next row has to cover nails from the first row. Be careful, hammer must not touch the shingle!

Use boards to keep the horizontal level. You can fix a board onto a shingle roof but do not hammer a nail through a shingle.

Know some differences between shingle roofing of living houses and any other structures (using of double roofing).

If one side is finished on the top the other side has to overlap the first one in about 15 cm. It depends on usual wind (because of rain) blowing.

The aim of the practical lessons is to have practical skills of roofing with wooden shingles. 



	Structure and Key Points
2 hours – preparing of bed boards 

15 mins – measuring of horizontal level.

4 hours – fixing of wooden shingles.

1 hour: Presentation of DVD again and discussion about shingle roofing.

The ultimate objective is to learn practical skills of roofing with wooden shingles. 



	Outcomes
Students know how to prepare bed boards for roofing.

Students know how to use hammer proper way.
Students know how to keep horizontal level.

Students know how to do a rooftop.



	Resources
UHH Handbook
UHH Website
DVD (Slovak UHH contribution)



	Community investigation (history of the area / living memory / oral history)


	Activity – Introduction of the investigation done into the area of the community (using historical description of the area, living memory and oral history to inform about the investigation done into the area of the community.)
The Unlocking Hidden heritage project has placed a strong emphasis on the role of communities in the investigation of cultural landscape. The community, those currently living and working in or around the cultural landscape being investigated, also presents a valuable resource for the landscape investigator. This session will look at ways in which the student can harness local knowledge to shed light on the development of cultural landscape.

At first it is an announcement about our presence in the territory of the community and explanation what we want to do there and why. Usually we call them on cooperation. They can speak to us, or join us. 

Cooperation with a community is very important for us because it can also be useful. When we have something interesting we usually do a session. There we can exhibit some artefacts that were found in the locality or somewhere else but we also expect to find them there. When people have some information, they usually share their knowledge with us that could be very useful for us.  

Anybody can consider the value of information passed down through generations. If an old man says something, which he could hear from his grandparents and they could hear it from theirs – it is usually very good source of information. 


	Structure and Key Points
15 mins – Introduction of our work in the territory of the community.
30 mins: Presentation of our investigation in the locality. 
30 mins: Presentation of artefacts. If people realise they are holding a subject, which was used many centuries ago they have different attitude to a research done not far from him, in the area, where he/she is living. 
1 hour: Discussion about artefacts, about their knowledge about the area, about artefacts that are sometimes not valuable for them but definitely for archaeologists-professionals. 

1-hour discussion on the site of investigations. Very important is a fact they should have an opportunity to try digging by own. 

The ultimate objective is to discuss with local people to know their knowledge of the locality and try to get their interests. 


	Outcomes
Students and local people understand the value of the investigation.
Students and local people appreciate any professional investigation in the area of the community. 
Students and local people have to see the usefulness of the mutual understanding and help.


	Resources
UHH Handbook
UHH Website
DVD (Slovak UHH contribution)




