Unlocking Hidden Heritage
Curriculum Pack

Cultural Landscape Survey Module – Tutor Guidelines

Introduction
This pack is designed to be an aid to tutors to provide training for students in cultural landscape survey techniques. The curriculum has been developed as part of the Leonardo da Vinci funded pilot project ‘Unlocking Hidden Heritage’.

The objective of this curriculum is to develop in students an understanding of the physical and cultural elements of cultural landscape and ways in which these can be understood, recorded and celebrated. The Unlocking Hidden Heritage project has focused on the engagement of communities in the investigation of their own cultural landscapes. The project has therefore been an inclusive exercise, seeking to engage the community as a whole rather than specific target groups within the community. The activities and learning aims outlined in this pack are therefore designed to be inclusive and, in contrast to many traditional curriculum packs, applicable to a wide range of ages, abilities and target groups.

This curriculum is designed to be used alongside the Unlocking Hidden Heritage handbook, where the reader will find six European examples of communities being trained in varied aspects of cultural landscape investigation and celebration. The handbook is available as hard copy or can be downloaded from the project website at www.grampusheritage.co.uk
Curriculum Aims

The cultural landscape survey module aims to:

Develop an understanding in students of what makes up a ‘cultural landscape’ and ultimately encourage a greater connectivity and sense of ownership between communities and their own landscapes. The curriculum will create an eye-opening experience for students and change the way in which they view and understand their surroundings. Students will develop the confidence to identify elements of the cultural landscape and record, celebrate and disseminate the significance of these to others. 

This module of the Unlocking Hidden Heritage curriculum focuses on the practical understanding of cultural landscape and the methods of survey and recording which can be practically taught. Other modules in this curriculum pack focus on the training of specific skills used in the creation of cultural landscape or craft skills and products intrinsic to local landscapes (vernacular architecture, craft products, cultural tradition, local resources…).

This curriculum is intended to function as a stand-alone short course or be a guide for tutors of relevant courses to incorporate a survey module into existing curriculum. The module assumes little or no prior experience in survey techniques or cultural landscape investigation in students. The student ‘journey’ will develop an understanding of the connectivity between landscape and people, considering how the life and work of people in the past has impacted upon and created the features and landscape we see today. The learning journey leads to greater consideration of activities in the past but also encourages a responsible attitude to present and future activities. How do our actions now impact on the current landscape? Are we losing unique aspects of our cultural landscape? Should these be protected? How can landscape features be recorded and/or physically maintained? This curriculum module will develop an understanding in students which can be built upon through further study or which can stand alone as a testament to their understanding of the value and make-up of cultural landscapes.
Format
This curriculum is designed to be taught in both classroom and fieldwork environments. A suggested time is included in each aspect of the syllabus, though is only a very rough guide and can be increased or reduced as appropriate. The timing given for each activity is considered a minimum for the attainment of understanding and achievement of learning outcomes. Students may wish to spend more time on specific areas of the syllabus according to their interests and this is to be encouraged wherever possible.

	What is cultural landscape? Session Plan



	Activity – Exploration of what constitutes ‘Cultural Landscape’

The students will be engaged in discussion regarding their perception of what constitutes ‘Cultural Landscape’

The students will be asked to give examples of how cultural landscape is created and the features/processes which go to create a cultural landscape.

Students will be encouraged to consider the difference between what elements of the landscape are ‘natural’ and what has been impacted upon or created through human intervention. How have humans in the past impacted upon the landscape? How have their activities in the past or present helped to create the environment we live in today?

The tutor will explain that very few landscapes in Europe are entirely ‘natural’ and, following the group discussion, will summarise ways in which humans impact upon, exploit and change the landscape in which they live. The following are some examples of ways in which cultural landscape is created and each should be followed by group discussion. 

Farming – Livestock, crops, habitation, clearance, drainage, land improvement, transport of products, storage of goods

Mining – visual impact, habitation, processing of products, transport, mechanization (engine houses, wheel-pits…)

Crafts/products (ceramics, baskets, wood products) – Use of local natural resources (clay, reeds, woodlands), management of resources, harvesting, stages of production, transport of goods, lives of workers.

Conflict – Evidence of defensive structures, history of region…
Others – Hunting, fishing, leisure, fashion (aesthetic landscape design)…
The above are just a few examples of the creation of cultural landscape. The tutor should use examples such as these to discuss the changing cultural landscape, development of techniques (industrial revolution), influx of new ideas through settlement/trade. 
 

	Structure and Key Points

Introduction by tutor – 15mins

The introduction will set the scene for the module and the structure of the course.

1 hour: Discussion of what constitutes ‘cultural landscape’ taking in points from students and discussing. This emphasizes the difference between what is ‘natural’ and what is influenced or created by human intervention.

1 hour: Discussion of examples of how cultural landscape is created. Groups can be divided into small groups for 10 mins to come up with as many examples as possible of how humans influence their environment. Summarised by tutor and other examples given. Powerpoint/slides can be used to illustrate local examples of each.
The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of the scale of human impact on our environment. To equip students with sufficient understanding to look at landscape and understand how and why it was formed. What are the main people and processes behind the creation of the landscape we see today.
The session could be held outdoors but may be preferable in a classroom to use slides to illustrate many examples of cultural landscape features.

At the end of the session, students will be asked to consider areas of land for their own survey projects, either individually or in groups.


	Outcomes

Students understand the difference between ‘natural’ and ‘cultural’ landscape
Students appreciate the scale of human impact on the landscape throughout Europe

Students understand the main ways in which humans have interacted with the landscape throughout history

Students enthused to investigate aspects of their own cultural landscape and develop their own research projects.

Students begin to consider areas for their individual or group survey projects



	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website

Slides of cultural landscape features (sourced by tutor)
National Trust Guidelines http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-arch4.pdf



Research Strategy:
Research methods:
Desk-based research: Maps, records, archives, land documents, church documents…)
	Developing Individual/Group Research Projects

Research Methods – Desk-based research Session Plan
Maps, records, archives, land documents, church documents, aerial images

	Activity – Introduction to conducting desk-based research

Desk-based research is the term used to describe research using documents, records and archives. The students will be engaged in discussion regarding useful documentary sources of information for cultural landscape research.
The tutor will ask for suggestions from students of where to look for information and will summarise giving other examples as appropriate. The discussion will include using local archives, record offices and church records. The use of maps and copyright restrictions will also be covered. The tutor should assemble examples of early and recent maps as an illustration of the changing landscape and the changing way in which land has been mapped in the region.

Other more high-tech sources of information such as google earth, satellite images and oblique aerial images should also be covered.

The aim of the session is to equip students with sufficient knowledge to complete a desk-based assessment of their own area of interest. During this session students should confirm their own individual or group survey areas so that they  can consider relevant sources of information.

	Structure and Key Points

15 mins – Definition of desk-based research and students asked to give examples of sources of information to inform cultural landscape investigation.
45 mins: Presentation by tutor of more ‘traditional’ sources of information (libraries, archives, church records) and how to access them ‘in person’
45 minutes: Presentation of sources of digital information including aerial images and online sources of data.

1 hour : The use of maps in cultural landscape research. Sample maps will be provided to students to show changes in mapping of the region. The use of digital maps and digital management of data will also be introduced if appropriate. This could include Geographical Information Systems (GIS) or at the very least should suggest a methodology for students to link fieldwork data with maps.

If GIS is being used, this is likely to result in the need for at least one more session on this topic.

The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of the range of sources of data to be accessed prior to the commencement of fieldwork. 


	Outcomes

Students understand the meaning of ‘desk-based’ assessment
Students appreciate the range of documentary sources available for landscape research and how/where to access them
Students appreciate the availability of digital and online data and how to access.
Students understand the history of mapping in the region and copyright restrictions of using map data.

Students decide on the area for their individual or group survey project.


	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website

Maps (Sourced by Tutor)
National Trust Guidelines http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-arch4.pdf
IFA guidelines http://www.archaeologists.net/modules/icontent/inPages/docs/codes/dba2.pdf
Scotland’s Rural Past http://www.scotlandsruralpast.org.uk/
Museum of London http://www.museumoflondonarchaeology.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/40CAE70A-AA2A-418C-A50D-27AF91488CB6/0/DeskBasedAssess.doc



Community investigation (living memory/Oral history)
	Developing Individual/Group Research Projects

Community investigation session plan (living memory/Oral history)



	Activity – Introduction to community investigation (using living memory and oral history to inform cultural landscape investigation.)

The Unlocking Hidden heritage project has placed a strong emphasis on the role of communities in the investigation of cultural landscape. The community, those currently living and working in or around the cultural landscape being investigated, also presents a valuable resource for the landscape investigator. This session will look at ways in which the student can harness local knowledge to shed light on the development of cultural landscape.

The session will be divided into two parts. The first will comprise a discussion and presentation on how everyday life in the region has changed in living memory. The students should be encouraged to consider this and contribute to discussions on the changing methods of agriculture and life over the past 50/60 years. They should also consider the value of information passed down through generations. For example: A 60 year old farmer interviewed today may have received information from his grandfather 40 years ago when his grandfather was 80 years old, who in turn remembers speaking to his grandfather as a child. The aim is to illustrate how communities can hold an invaluable record of life and work in a landscape and how this can be lost through increasingly mobile populations.
The second session will look at ways in which the investigator can use the community knowledge to help in research and investigation, looking at oral history techniques and the kind of questions to ask in interviews.

	Structure and Key Points

15 mins – Introduction to oral history
30 mins: Presentation by tutor of the importance of communities in cultural landscape research. Looking at reliability of local knowledge and separating fact from folklore.
1 hour: Presentation of oral history techniques. A presentation of the use of oral history including the kind of open questions used in interviews. Students should consider potential interviewees for their own research and how to access local knowledge (groups, societies, advertising in press, questionnaires…).
1 hour: An exercise could be developed where students devise oral history questions and interview each other. This will develop interview skills and design of questions. This should include practical instructions on use of simple digital voice recorder (preferable)
The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of the value of oral history as a tool for original research.


	Outcomes

Students understand the value of including communities in cultural landscape investigation.
Students appreciate the possible difficulty in separating folklore from fact.
Students develop oral history interview skills through designing and testing open questions

Students learn to use basic voice recording equipment

Students consider possible sources of oral history for their own research projects.



	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website

Oral History Society (OHS) Website: http://www.ohs.org.uk/
Digital Voice Recorder / Recording Equipment (preferable)



Fieldwork

	Developing Individual/Group Research Projects

Fieldwork Session Plans

	Activity – These sessions will equip students with sufficient information to enable them to plan and undertake their own fieldwork survey project, either individually or in groups. The Unlocking Hidden Heritage curriculum testing in the UK showed that small groups of 3-6 individuals are well suited to undertaking area surveys and this group size should be encouraged. There will be 4 sessions in total. The first 2 are group discussions led by the tutor and could be held outdoors, though a classroom environment is preferable to facilitate the use of powerpoint, digital data and paper sources. The third session is a practical training workshop and must be held in the field. The final session is again classroom based and focuses on the management and storage of data.

	Structure and Key Points

Session 1 – Survey planning (2 and a half hours, classroom environment)
It is important that students gather as much information as possible about the site before beginning fieldwork, including terrain type, vegetation type and any risks (old mines, steep terrain…). 

The following is a suggested checklist of information gathered by students before commencing fieldwork:

Maps (old and new), aerial images, landowner permission, desk-based assessment complete, methodology agreed, survey area boundaries decided and visible both on maps and in the field, risk assessment complete, realistic area targets set, timing of survey realistic.

This session will involve the tutor discussing the above considerations with students and discussing why these are important. The timing of survey is particularly significant as vegetation growth may obscure important archaeological features. Also, if students are planning to use gps in deciduous woodland, this may not be feasible when the trees are in full leaf.

Session 2 – Survey implementation (2 and a half hours, classroom environment)
This session runs through the survey methodology and the process to be followed both in the structure of the survey (dividing the land into manageable sections) and in the recording of features. Students should be able to demonstrate how they will sub-divide the land being surveyed using features identifiable on maps and in the field. They should propose realistic timescales for completing the survey according to the resources available. It should also be pointed out that, until the survey begins, it is impossible to know exactly how long the process will take as there could be hundreds of features to record or very few.

Session 3 – Field survey techniques workshop (1 day)

This session will take place in the fieldon a site known to the tutor and where cultural landscape features are known to exist. Students will be asked to undertake survey of pre-determined areas and to record all of the cultural landscape features they identify. They will receive training in the survey process with one experienced tutor to each group (suggested ration of at least 1 tutor to 6 students).

The equipment used in the UHH UK testing of the curriculum is as follows:

1 GPS Handset - eTrex Venture 12 parallel channel GPS receiver
1 Digital Camera - Fujifilm FinePix F30 6.3 megapixel with 3 X Zoom
1 Camera case
1 A3 Weatherwriter
1 Base Map (1st Edition OS) & current edition
1 Ranging Pole
1 compass
1 30m measuring tape
1 First Aid Kit
Feature recording sheets
Photographic Recording Sheets
The suggested procedure to be followed for the recording of features is included in the UHH handbook and is repeated here:
1. Mark waypoint on GPS handset on or beside feature. (Also records elevation)
2. Record grid reference manually on feature sheet
3. Record GPS waypoint number manually on feature sheet
4. Record Woodland Name (e.g Caermote) and Survey Area (e.g CM01) on feature sheet
5. Describe Feature on sheet
6. Draw diagram if appropriate
7. Measure feature and record measurements on sheet
8. Take photographs of feature with ranging pole in shot. Two photographs of each feature if possible, from different perspectives. Record the camera ID and photo reference numbers on feature sheet and photographic recording sheet. Use compass to record direction facing when taking each photograph.
9. Make a note on record sheet of any associated features.
By the end of this session, the tutor should be confident that students are able to undertake their own survey research projects. No guidance is given here on suggested area size for student groups to survey. This depends entirely upon the structure of the course being followed and time/resources available. As a guideline, the tutor should be satisfied that student survey areas are realistic and on land with a reasonable potential to add to the knowledge of the cultural landscape. Student survey areas should  require a minimum of two full fieldwork days to complete.
Session 4 : Management and storage of data (3 hours, classroom). This is a classroom based session showing students how to store their data with guidance on basic presentation (though this will be covered in the interpretation session). The Unlocking Hidden Heritage UK action used GIS to store and present data, though this is not essential. This curriculum should be available to community groups and presentation can be discussed in all forms, from pen and ink transcribing of findspots onto paper maps, through to complex GIS datasets, all methods are valid. The main thing is that students develop a suitable strategy for the storage and presentation of their own findingd. At this point, it is important the tutor discusses the final ‘celebration’ element of the curriculum. How do they intend to share their findings with others?
 

	Outcomes

Students are able to plan a fieldwork project
Students know what information to gather prior to fieldwork

Students complete risk assessment of their own research project

Students are able to identify and record cultural landscape features

Students are able to develop a system for assigning codes to features and for the management and storage of their own data in a suitable system

Students begin to consider celebration of results. How can they share their findings with others?

	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website http://www.grampusheritage.co.uk/UHH%20European%20Main.htm
Risk Assessment http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg163.pdf
National Trust Guidelines  http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-arch4.pdf
IFA guidelines http://www.archaeologists.net/modules/icontent/index.php?page=15
Scotland’s Rural Past http://www.scotlandsruralpast.org.uk/
Gps utility software (if using gps) http://www.gpsu.co.uk/



	Interpretation – Connecting with the past


	Activity –. This session will work with the students to assist in the interpretation of their results. The session will take place after the student survey project and students will bring their results (raw data) to the session. The session will be a workshop rather than a lecture but the tutor will speak for 45 minutes at the start of the session to outline some of the key issues regarding interpretation. The session will equip students to  interpret and analyse their data. It will be emphasized that it is not always possible to arrive at a confident interpretation of landscape features but that the information should be recorded and presented nonetheless for the benefit of future studies (possibly involving excavation).
It is important that students are aware of the consequences of inaccurate interpretation and the spirit of debate (sometimes constructive and sometimes not!) that exists in archaeology. They should be prepared to be questioned and to be able to justify their interpretation. It is equally important that students are not afraid to offer interpretation. It should be stressed that this is their own, original research and that they should aim to offer a considered interpretation of the results and to ‘celebrate’ the increased understanding of the landscape they have surveyed.

The interpretation session should encourage students to connect with the past. They should consider what the feature is (hut, platform, field boundary…), who built it, why did they build it, when did they build it and what the landscape was like when it was built.

	Structure and Key Points

30 mins – presentation by tutor on interpretation of features identified through survey. The presentation should use slides to show examples of features and ask students to offer possible identification of features and draw wider conclusions. What can the discovery of these features tell us about life here in the past? The tutor should show illustrate the session with possible different interpretations of the same feature. 
Group workshops – Allow 2 hours for each group. The tutor will work with each survey group to discuss their interpretation of findings and offer advice on storage and archiving of results. The role of the tutor in the workshop is to guide students through the process of interpretation by getting them to ask and answer their own questions. The aim is to help them to come to their own interpretation which they feel confident with and are able to disseminate and defend when questioned.

	Outcomes

Students confident to offer interpretation of their own survey results
Students able to connect with the past and look at the wider landscape implications of new discoveries (was the land farmed, settled, cleared, forested, used for industry…)

Students able to conduct statistical analysis (if appropriate) of their results. For example: number of platforms higher than 200m contour, frequency of sheepfolds in specific areas.

Students arrive at conclusions and are prepared for publication and celebration of their discoveries.



	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website

English Heritage Thesaurus of Monument Types http://thesaurus.english-heritage.org.uk/


	Celebration – Sharing survey results with the community


	Activity –.This session will involve the tutor working with students to discuss ways in which they can share and disseminate the results of their survey with the wider community. The importance of making results accessible to all and to sharing results will be stressed as a means of encouraging a shared sense of ownership of the cultural landscape. A wide range of methods of dissemination will be discussed and students will be encouraged to be innovative and think creatively about how they share their discoveries. The session will also include discussion on the possible drawbacks of publicizing the discovery of sensitive sites and the increased risk of damage through unlicensed digging and metal detecting after discoveries and locations are made public. 
The tutor will encourage students to consider all implications of publicizing survey data, including the wishes of the landowner, heritage agencies and any access implications for potential visitors to newly discovered sites.

 

	Structure and Key Points

 2 hours - sessions led by tutor. This will present ways of disseminating survey data to the public and will encourage ideas and contributions from students throughout. Topics covered will include: 
Exhibition creation – Possible venues (public spaces, libraries, schools…), traveling and fixed exhibitions, costing an exhibition.

Leaflet production – Design of interpretive leaflets to raise awareness of cultural landscape

Trail design – Designing cultural trail to showcase cultural landscape features to the public. Benefits and drawbacks of trail design and waymarking will be discussed. The possible negative impact of on-site interpretation will be discussed as well as the possibility of more portable interpretation such as a trail guide. The possibility of using internet and mp3 technology to allow users to download gps waypoints and mp3 audio commentary to the landscape will also be presented (if appropriate to age and ability level of group)
Press releases – Creation of press releases will be discussed as well as the possibility to share survey results using different media (newspapers, radio, television, websites…)

Credits for support – Students will discuss who they should credit for support of their fieldwork. This should include community volunteers (Oral History), archive services, landowners and any other who have offered assistance during the survey process.

1 hour – Workshop for students to produce a dissemination plan to publicise their results. The strategy should be appropriate to the results of the survey and should seek to share results with the local community as a minimum.

	Outcomes

-Students understand the benefit of sharing results with the community

-Students have a range of methods for dissemination at their disposal

-Students can create a dissemination plan, suitable for their own results, to share new information about the cultural landscape with the local community and/or a wider audience. 


	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website

10 Golden rules of writing a press release:

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/chartermark/holders/pr_toolkit/write_press_release.aspx


