Unlocking Hidden Heritage

Curriculum Pack

Cultural Landscape Survey Module – Tutor Guidelines

Introduction

This pack is designed to be an aid to tutors to provide training for students in old working techniques, landscape survey and the use of local material. The curriculum has been developed as part of the Leonardo da Vinci funded pilot project ‘Unlocking Hidden Heritage’.

The objective of this curriculum is to develop students’ understanding of the elements of cultural landscape and old crafts which belong to it. Ways in which these can be understood and celebrated. The Unlocking Hidden Heritage project has focused on the engagement of communities in the investigation of their own cultural Heritage and to keep alive the knowledge of old working techniques and crafts. The project has therefore been an inclusive exercise, seeking to engage the community as a whole rather than specific target group. Training was provided for volunteers, unemployed youths and adults. The course content was targeted at the specific groups. For the unemployed there was additional knowledge provided with support there chances on the job market. The activities and learning aims outlined in this pack are therefore designed to be inclusive and, in contrast to many traditional curriculum packs, applicable to a wide range of ages.
This curriculum is designed to be used alongside the Unlocking Hidden Heritage handbook, where the reader will find six European examples of communities being trained in varied aspects of cultural landscape investigation and celebration. The handbook is available as hard copy or can be downloaded from the project website at www.grampusheritage.co.uk
Curriculum Aims

The traditional crafts techniques curriculum aims to:

Develop an understanding of what constitutes the ‘cultural landscape’ and teach the traditional working techniques, which belongs to this- a sense of ownership between communities and their own landscapes and the industrial history remembered. The curriculum will create an eye-opening experience for students and change the way in which they view and understand their surroundings. Students will develop the confidence to conduct traditional craft techniques on their own and adapt these techniques to support the landscape. 

This module of the Unlocking Hidden Heritage curriculum focuses on practical understanding. Other modules in this curriculum pack focus on the training of specific skills used in the creation of cultural landscape and craft skills to use the products of the Landscape (vernacular architecture, craft products, cultural tradition, and local resources).

This curriculum is intended to function as a stand-alone short course or be a guide for tutors of relevant courses to incorporate into existing curricula. The module assumes little or no prior experience in working techniques or cultural landscape investigation. The student will develop an understanding of the connectivity between landscape and people, considering how the life and work of people in the past has impacted upon and created the landscape we see today. The learning leads to greater consideration of activities in the past but also encourages a responsible attitude to present and future activities. How do our actions now impact on the current landscape? Are we losing unique aspects of our cultural landscape? Should these be protected? This curriculum module will develop an understanding in students which can be built upon through further study or which can stand alone as a testament to their understanding of the value and make-up of cultural landscapes.

Format

This curriculum is designed to be taught in both the classroom and outdoors. A suggested study duration time is included in each aspect of the syllabus, though it is only a very rough guide and can be increased or reduced as appropriate. The timing given for each activity is considered a minimum for the attainment of understanding and achievement of learning outcomes. The course has to be related to the existing landscape in the region so the crafts and actions carried out will by different in a different landscape. 

One of the practical courses supported by the UHH project was named, Die Qualifizierungsmaßnahme Ausbildung zu alten Handwerkstechniken und fit machen für den Arbeitsmarkt and commenced 07.01.08, ending 19.06.08. The courses comprised of practical and theoretical components with a total of 24 participants. Activities for educating volunteers from the Dübener Heide Region were carried out as 1 day practical courses to learn about traditional crafts which contribute to clay and tar production.   
	Cultural landscape and old craft, Session Plan

	Activity – Ausbildung zu alten Handwerkstechniken und fit machen für den Arbeitsmarkt. (The education of traditional crafts and the preparation of unemployed for new jobs). 

The students will engage in a discussion regarding their perception of what constitutes the ‘Cultural Landscape’ provided in the theoretical and practical sections. They will also look at the relation between crafts and the landscape. This will involve looking at clay building, woodworks, tar production, reed pulling and habitat maintaining as well as an introduction to the use of equipment such as chainsaw etc. 

The students will be asked to give their own interpretations of how cultural landscape is created and the processes which contributes to its formulation.
Students will be encouraged to consider the difference between what elements of the landscape are ‘natural’ and what has been impacted upon or created through human intervention, how have their human activities in the past or present helped to create the environment we live in today? and how can it by preserved for the future?
Following the group discussion, the tutor will summarize ways in which humans have caused impact upon, exploited and changed the landscape. The following examples are ways in which the cultural landscape is created and each should be followed by group discussion. 

The training sessions incorporate a basic understanding of rules for working in; nature and landscape use of renewable resources, use of products from forestry and woodworks in the landscape, development of trees and forest plants and supporting work, and maintenance of countryside features.
Crafts/products (ceramics, baskets, wood products) – use of local natural resources (clay, reeds, woodlands), management of resources, harvesting, stages of production, transport of goods.

The above are a few examples of what affects the cultural landscape and how it can be controlled. The tutor should use examples that delve into the craft technique, in order for participants to understand the processes of the craft. For example, tar production was used extensively during the Industrial Revolution. 
As part of the project a dwelling modelled on housing from more than 700 years ago was built using raw materials from managing the landscape e.g. wood and reeds. It was constructed as part of a training exercise which is accessible to the general public who can now use it as a shelter. The clay work was undertaken on an unfinished community baking-house. 



	Structure and Key Points

The course is structured in 3 units 
Unit 1 196 hour -Development of the Personality 
Introduction by tutor –3 hours. The introduction will set the scene for the module and the structure of the course; development of reading and grammar, PC basics and internet, calculations, training in applying for jobs, basic business skills; law and health and safety.   
Unit 2 204 hour- Landscape elements, Forest and Nature, Woodworks  

Basics for working in the landscape, renewable resources and use of forest leftovers. The practical component involves woodwork, development and identifying of the landscape and growing plants. 
Unit 3 204 hour- Craft techniques 
Particular craft techniques involve; clay building techniques, green woodworking, managing the renewable resource in the landscape, paving with natural stone, reed pulling, tar production, education of modern land use and management techniques and a qualification in the use of a chainsaw and strimer.
7 hour: This is a combination of theoretical units and a practical training day. This involves a discussion of what constitutes ‘cultural landscape’ with students. This emphasizes the difference between what is ‘natural’ and what is influenced or created by human intervention.

The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of the scale of human impact on our environment and to teach about old crafts. To equip students with sufficient understanding to look at landscape and understand how and why it was formed and how it can be preserved. 

The session could be held outdoors and indoors, but it may be preferable in a classroom to use slides to illustrate the many examples of cultural landscape features.

At the end of each session, students will be asked to work on a practical example to train the technique and also to create something durable either individually or in groups.


	Outcomes

· Students gain an understanding the difference between ‘natural’ and ‘cultural’ landscape.
· Students learn about old craft techniques and the human impact on the landscape in Europe.
· Students improve employment opportunities and understand relations between the landscape and history.
· Students investigate aspects of their cultural heritage and develop their own products.

	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website

Slides of Resources 

Qualified trainers 




Work Strategy:

The Course was designed in conjunction with the Jobcentre and targets unemployed young people to improve their employment prospect and for those who reside in the regions mentioned in the practical modules 2 and 3. 
	Group activity Projects- Research and Craft Training 

	Activity – Introduction to different crafts with are related to  land use
The students will be engaged in a discussion about how to obtain sources from cultural landscape research with an introduction into different working techniques. The tutor will undertake with the students several practical projects. This will include the erection of clay walls at a half timber house, rebuilding of an ancient well, reconstruction of a stone age woodhouse, tar production and construction of landscape furniture. The gathering of the materials derived from part of the landscape will tie in with the memory of the cultural landscape.
The aim of this session is to equip students with knowledge and skills.  


	Community Investigation (Living Memory/Oral history)

	Activity – Introduction to community investigation using living memory and oral history
People who had previously worked in tar production within the region were interviewed about their experience and the community action. Similarly this was also organized for the clay building day. In order to acquaint the general public with both the production of tar and clay working it was possible to engage in the two actions through craft-making days. 

A geophysical survey was also organized and conducted on Eilenburg Castle whereby the general public could participate. All practical days were announced in the local press. 

The Unlocking Hidden Heritage project has placed a strong emphasis on the role of communities in the investigation of cultural landscape. The community (those currently living and working in the cultural landscape being investigated) also present a valuable resource for the investigator. This session will look at ways in which the student can harness local knowledge to shed light on the development of the cultural landscape.

The session will be divided into different parts. Each craft will have a special unit presented on a different day. It will work around how everyday life in the region has changed in living memory. The students should be encouraged to consider this and contribute to discussions on the changing methods of agriculture and life over the past 50/60 years. They should also consider the value of information passed down through generations. For example: Persons that are now 80 years old still remember the techniques from seeing there parents or there grandfathers conducting it or telling them about it. So the living memory dates back to around 100 years ago. The practical actions tie in with the contact with these persons as they were invited to a practical day course whereby their knowledge would be shared. The aim is to illustrate how communities can hold an invaluable record of life and work in a landscape and how this can be lost through increasingly mobile populations.
The second session will look at ways in which the investigator can use the community knowledge to help in research and investigation, looking at oral history techniques and the kind of questions to ask in interviews.

	Structure and Key Points

20 minutes- Introduction about the craft and a historical review.
1 hour- Presentation about the traditional craft conducted by the tutor.

3 hour- Presentations about the craft by involving the participants undertaking the craft.  A presentation about the techniques used and a collection of interviews conducted by members of the public who had practiced the technique in the past. Younger participants should consider potential interviewees for their own research and how to access local archives. 

The ultimate objective is to develop an understanding of the value of history and knowledge about the traditional methods and crafts used in land management.



	Outcomes

· Participants understand the value of including communities in investigation about old crafts.
· Participants appreciate the possible difficulty in seeing the different ways of doing the same craft.
· Students develop oral history interview skills through designing and testing open questions.
· Participants learn to use the technique and also how to get the essential resources for it. 

	Resources

UHH Handbook

UHH Website

Eilenburg Museum and Bad Düben which retains historical archives on traditional crafts. 



