Celebrating similarities and differences
Learning traditional skills and crafts
from across Europe adds inspiration
and newly acquired techniques to the
contemporary work of youngsters
The project ‘Placements in Environmental and Traditional Skills’
(PEATS) helps vocational students from the United Kingdom to
find work placements all across Europe.
The project coordinator, Mark Graham, from Grampus Heritage
and Training in Ashgill, United Kingdom, said:

‘

In most of cases, this placement is their first
experience abroad other than a holiday and
a great professional opportunity for students
studying visual arts, crafts and applied
arts. It's also a chance to absorb a different
country's culture.’

The objective of the project is that students learn about
tradition and draw inspiration from each other in order for
them to get a new perspective. When students start their
own work, they can draw on different styles and techniques from Europe’s shared cultural heritage and come
up with innovative works.
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‘While learning local techniques and absorbing local cultures, the project is opening the minds and eyes of vocational students to the possibilities of European cooperation,’ explained the project coordinator.
The four-week placements are often life changing experiences. Students are exposed to new ideas, and they
develop their craft skills and techniques. On a cultural
level, they see and discover designs that they have
never seen before. ‘The project is a celebration of
shared cultural heritage and also a chance to celebrate
regional diversity. These two are not incompatible. It’s
opening the minds and eyes to the possibilities of
European cooperation,’ said Graham.
Grampus Heritage and Training has been involved in
similar European programmes for more than two
decades.
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