Germany 2017 Liam Devlin
Work:
Site 1: For the first 8 days we worked at the quiet rural town of Dornburg,
excavating a series of Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age refuse pits which
contained a lot of pottery, bone and a few pieces of flint. We would create a
section of the pit, photograph it, and then dig the rest of it. In the interests of
time the archaeologist in charge drew and took total station readings of the
features, though the option was open to all to attempt a section drawing for
themselves. I took up this option and was very pleased with the outcome, and
in general it was quite illuminating to see how a commercial excavation
worked in comparison to the university research digs which I am used to.
Site 2: At the beginning of week 2 the group split into 3: one group at
Magdeburg Cathedral, one group at the Neolithic burial mound of Marienborn
and one group at the depot washing and cataloguing finds. I was in the
Marienborn group, and worked with local volunteers. Our group cleaned
sections and photographed them, and also lowered the floors to try and help
determine the earliest phase of the site. Here I was also able to practice my
use of the total station.
Site 3: After two days washing finds and cataloguing at the depot, I spent 5
days at Magdeburg. Sadly, torrential rains meant that no excavating was able
to take place that week, which was obviously an unforeseen circumstance that
the commercial unit had no control over. In place of this the excavators
organised several tours of the local landmarks for us and allowed us to go
explore Magdeburg Cathedral, which was very fun and a good replacement for
the work we were missing out on.

Free time:
We filled our time well at the weekends. The first weekend we visited the
reconstruction woodhenge at Pommelte and the medieval town of
Tangermunde. The second weekend we visited the state museum in Halle, and
myself and another boy made the onward journey to the reconstruction
woodhenge at Goseck, which was absolutely incredible as we arrived at dusk
and bumped into a documentary film crew. On the final weekend we went to
the Harz Mountains and hiked up the highest peak, the Brocken.

Additional Evaluation of the Placement:
The project should be commended for the variation of sites we got to excavate
at, though I think we were particularly lucky this year, as the sites which we
can work at are dictated by the projects that the commercial unit has active,
and in previous years we heard there had been less options for students. The
generous stipend we received should also be commended, which made seeing
different parts of Germany very easy, as did the tram passes we each got.
The only critical point I can really think of is that the role of ‘Pastoral Care’
person was a bit unnecessary. The individual you sent was lovely and very
approachable, but there wasn’t really a clearly defined role for them to
perform. We were already a very close knit group who had got to know each
other well by the time the pastoral care arrived, and we also had a very good
relationship with our hosts who helped us with queries or matters relating to
accommodation. Additionally, Grampus itself was only an email away too.
Obviously I can only speak for my experience and other groups may be
different, but I just got the overall feeling that it may be a bit of an unnecessary
expense and you might save yourself some money next time around.

