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We have just finished an unforgettable trip to Slovenia, where we learnt so much about its culture
and history, whilst also having the most fun ever. We have met some incredible people, ate a lot of
delicious food, and had some once-in-a-lifetime experiences.
Our accommodation was in the town of Murska Sobota, in the region of Prekmurje (see image 2),
close to the borders with Austria, Hungary and Croatia. Our time there mainly focused on
Prekmurje and surrounding areas, but also included a trip across the Hungarian border, and even
taught us some new skills such as basket weaving, beekeeping, and some beaver spotting
techniques. We have done so much in three weeks that I will now do my best to summarise.

Week 1
-

Visited a beautiful floating mill and saw a lot of storks.
Went to a folklore festival in the town of Beltinci where we saw many traditional dances.
Made crafts using corn husks, and basket weaving. Weaving is quite tough because you
really need a lot of strength in the fingers to keep the willow tight.
A trip to the town of Lendava, close to the Hungarian border, where the population is a mix
of Slovenian and Hungarian. We visited the synagogue and learnt about the history of the
Jewish community, walked up to Lendava castle and ate at an amazing Italian restaurant.
We then drove to Lendava tower, with a beautiful view across to Austria, Croatia and
Hungary – then to a small family vineyard in the hills above Lendava – we tried some
delicious wine, with a beautiful view of the valley. What an amazing day.
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-

-

-

A straw workshop where we learnt how to use straw to create beautiful crafts, it was very
therapeutic. The lady who showed us the straw weaving and basically, it is harder than it
looks.
Nature walks where Branko taught us so much about Slovenian wildlife, geology such as ox
bow lakes, farming methods and so on. He seriously knows everything.
Crossed the Hungarian border – and travelled to where the Slovenian minority live in a few
small towns – including the town called Münster. We visited an open air museum, where
you can explore what the old traditional villages were like.
An interesting place called “Elvis American Bar”.
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7 Folklore festival, Beltinci

8 Folklore festival, Beltinci
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10 View of Lendava Tower from the vineyard

11 Our group plus Branko and Erna, Lendava Tower

12 Lunch in Lendava
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14 Hungarian place names
13 Ox Bow Lake

Week 2
-

-

-

-

An overnight stay at a social farm in Prosenjakovci, right next to the Hungarian border. This
farm is run with a vision of a self-sustaining future, and there they grow their own fruit and
vegetables, all kinds of herbs, and keep livestock. The people who work on the farm are
mainly people with disabilities or other difficulties. We toured the farm, tried to feed the
horses, found a very adorable baby goat, and tried some herbal schnapps. We then had an
amazing lunch, all ingredients sourced from the farm. In the evening we had a barbeque,
and looked at the stars.
Next day on the farm after breakfast we helped out pulling weeds from the crops, with a
friendly gentleman volunteer who encouraged us to work harder. We actually travelled by
tractor to a lady’s home – she and her family renovated an old traditional house typical of
the Prekmurje region – using traditional methods inside and out, including using mud and
straw as plaster, woodwork inside the house, traditional style kitchen in the oven. The entire
house was seriously so beautiful.
We had an amazing experience of learning how to use mud and straw to plaster inside
another home which a man has decided to build all by himself using traditional methods in a
beautiful woodland close to the Austrian border. It was a lot of fun, especially mixing the dirt
and water with your feet. We were rewarded with a delicious dinner in the woodland at
sunset. Definitely a day to remember.
We learnt a lot about beekeeping when we visited the home of a couple who produce bee
products – not only honey but also pollen, mead, candles and so on. We were given the
chance to see inside the bee hives, and had a look around the farm where we met a
marvellous and very interesting goat named Otto. We had a table spread of delicious
homemade products like goats cheese, fresh goats milk, honey, bread and cakes. We also
were shown how to make candles from beeswax which was a lot of fun.
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15 Our mode of transport at the social farm, Prosenjakovci
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17 Amazing food at the beekeeping farm

18 Social farm at Prosenjakovci

Week 3
-

-

Erna gave us Slovenian lessons
We visited an orchid farm, where we learnt so much about the growing of orchids using
thermal waters from underground.
Visited a lake near the town of Dobrovnik where we had a great walk around the lake.
We had a delicious meal of Bograč – a traditional stew of beef, pork, venison and potatoes –
and the traditional Prekmurje cake made with walnuts, goats cheese, poppy seeds amongst
many other things.
We also visited Grad castle near the Austrian border where we were given a special tour and
even saw the original hidden entrance to the castle.
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21 Delicious Slovenian wine

Our time in Slovenia has shown us many incredible places, we have met some unique and amazing
people (and animals), a beautiful insight into regional Slovenia – something we would never usually
have the chance to see. Our guides Branko and Erna made us feel very special, we never once felt
bored, or hungry. We have learnt so much about Slovenia’s culture – past and present – but also of
its ecology, and not only it’s success but also has given us a real and honest view of some of the
challenges which they face there. Overall, it has been a whole lot of fun, so thank you for the
opportunity. Next time I will find a beaver.
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22 Na zdravje (cheers)
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